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OPENING 
This year marks the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation. It was on Oct. 31, 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 

95 theses on the door of a Wittenberg Church. During this sermon series, we’re studying this important time of the 
Christian church and dig into what it means to be Lutheran. It’s an exciting time of celebration and growth together 
as a church. 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer. Invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation, and ask God to give 
you wisdom and discernment as you read Scripture and discuss your faith. Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take some time with your group to recap the message you heard this weekend before jumping into the questions. 
If you missed anything, you can watch the service again online. Here are a few questions to help get your 
conversation started. Did you attend a worship service? If so, which one? Who was preaching? In your own words, 
what was the message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired 
during the sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your 
everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“Ten Commandments for the Covenant Community” 

Read Exodus 20:1-8 

 In this passage, God gives the nation of Israel the Ten Commandments. Do you ever think of the 
commandments as life-limiting rather than life-giving? Why or why not? Pastor Nick pointed out the 
first verse that shows us God’s heart behind the commands. What does verse 2 reveal to us? How 
does this change how we think about these rules? Why does God give us the Ten Commandments? 
What are the two ditches (incorrect ways of viewing the commandments) we can fall into when we 
think about them? 
 

“The Most Important Commandment” 
Read Matthew 22:34-40 

 In this passage, Jesus is asked which of the commandments is the most important. What does he 
teach about the Ten Commandments here? How have the Pharisees fallen into one of the two 
“ditches” that we talked about? How does Jesus straighten his audience out? How do the two 
commands in verse 37 & 39 relate to the Ten Commandments? 

 Pastor Nick challenged us by asking, “What is on the throne of your heart?” Answer that question in 
your small group discussion. What is the thing you put first in your life? Some of those things we put 
first are still good things, but God says that they’ll go better if you put him first. How do we reprioritize 
our life so that God is first? What do you need to kick off the throne of your heart? How can you go 
about making God your number 1? 

 
APPLICATION 
This week, make sure that you have a day of Sabbath rest; a day that is holy. Also, find ways that you can put 
God first in your life. Give yourself time each day to spend with God in prayer, Scripture reading, listening to 
worship music, whatever you do to spend time with God. Allow that time to set the pace for each day. Share ideas 
in your small group on how you can start to put God above all things in your life. 
 


