
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Aug. 4-5, 2018 
“The Heart of Hope: Church Family Values” 
Scripture: Romans 1:16-17 
 
 
OPENING 
This week, we’re continuing a sermon series called “The Heart of Hope.” In this series, we looked at the things that 
make Hope what it is – a Jesus church. We’re looking at the things that matter most, how Hope continues to grow, 
our values and vision for the future and next week the pastors will be answering questions you have. 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
Core Value 1: “Jesus is life. The rest is details.” 

Read Romans 1:16-17, John 14:6, and/or Luke 14:15-24 

• Pastor Mike said that all the other core values point back to this first one. What does it look like to live 
as if “Jesus is life?” What is your biggest passion in life? What would you like your legacy to be? 
Pastor Mike said that our secondary passions aren’t a bad thing, but we want to live as though Jesus 
is our primary passion. Why is this important? 

 
Core Value 2: “Lost people matter to God and so they matter to us.” 

Read Luke 15:1-32, Matthew 28:19-20, John 20:21, and/or 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

• What stands out to you from these passages? How do we live as though lost people matter to us? 
What does that look like? How can we reach out to people in our lives who don’t know Jesus? 

 
Core Value 3: “We worship God, not tradition.” 

Read John 2:13-22, Matthew 23:13-36, John 9:1-41, Hebrews 13:8, Mark 2:21-22, Psalm 146-150, 
and/or Acts 2:1-42 

• When does tradition hurt? How does tradition help? What do these passages say about tradition? 
 
Core Value 4: “Following Jesus is a growing experience.” 

Read Philippians 3:13-14, Ephesians 4:12-14, Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:42-47, and/or  
2 Corinthians 9:7 

• What stands out to you for these passages? How do they talk about growing in your faith? Pastor Mike 
asked, “Are you growing?” What does it mean to grow in your faith? What does it look like? Do you 
love this summer more than last summer? Do you forgive more? Do you serve others more? 

 
Core Value 5: “We are one body, united in Jesus Christ.” 

Read John 17:20-23, John 13:34, Romans 13:8, Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Thessalonians 5:11, and/or 1 
Corinthians 12:25-27 

• What does it mean to be a united body? What does that mean for conflict resolution? What does 
biblical conflict resolution look like? Think back on the last conflict you had. What does the world say 
we should do when offended? How is the Bible different? 

 
APPLICATION 
Talk with your Life Group about what these five core values mean for your group. Discuss how you can put them in 
to practice in your faith community. Pray that God would be your guide in pursuing our church’s core values. 


