
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Dec. 1-2, 2018 
“The Time Has Come: A Simpler Christmas” 
Scripture: Mark 1:1-8 
 
 
 
As we enter the season of Advent, we’ll be going through a series of sermons called “The Time Has 
Come.” Advent is all about the birth of our Savior, Jesus. We’ll look at a simpler Christmas, the 
importance of presence and saving your Christmas soul. Join us each week as we celebrate and 
prepare together. The time has come! Don’t miss Jesus. 
 
 
PRAY & CONNECT 
Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment 
and trust him to guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have 
any “ah-ha” moments where you felt convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been 
on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 
GROW 
Read Mark 1:1-8 - “John the Baptist Prepares the Way” 

 What were the five “Ps” that Pastor Mike talked about from this passage? How do these 
relate to Advent? What do you think about when you hear the word “evangelism”? How does 
it relate to the Good News? How do we point people to Jesus? (Mark 1:1)  

 What does it look like to prepare our hearts this Advent season (Mark 1:3)? What does 
patience mean to you (Mark 1:7)? What does it look like? Pastor Mike talked about patience 
being an opportunity to let your light shine. Think about a time when you felt impatient; how 
could you shine the light of Jesus in those moments? 

 
Read Matthew 6:33 - “Teaching about Money and Possessions” 

 What does this passage say about prioritizing Jesus during Advent? How does it connect to 
Mark 1:4? Read Proverbs 4:25. How do we fix our eyes on Jesus? What does this look like 
in a person’s life? 

 Read Psalm 46:10. How is this significant? Do you find it difficult to “be still”? Why or why 
not? What does being still help us to do? 

 
Read Acts 1:6-11 - “The Ascension of Jesus” 

 Focus on verses 6-8. What does the word “power” mean to you? How does Jesus change 
what it means to be powerful? Why are Mark 1:8 and Acts 1:8 significant? What does it 
mean/look like to be filled with the Spirit? 

 Look at verses 9-11. What does this say about preparing for Advent? What are the two 
Advents that Pastor Mike mentioned in his message? What sort of emotion does this stir up 
in you, knowing that Jesus is coming back? 
 

 
APPLY 
As a group, talk about ways that you can implement the 5 “Ps” that Pastor Mike talked about this 
Advent: point, prepare, patience, prioritize and power. Discuss what each one of those words means. 
Which one is the most difficult and why? What is the one that comes easiest? How can you help one 
another to keep the main thing, Jesus, the main thing? 


