
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
July 28-29, 2018 
“The Heart of Hope: The Best is Yet to Come” 
Scripture: Mark 12:28-31 
 
 
OPENING 
During the next few weeks we’re going through a sermon series called “The Heart of Hope.” In this series, we’re 
looking at the things that make Hope what it is; a Jesus church. We’re looking at the things that matter most, how 
Hope continues to grow, our values, and vision for the future. 
 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
 
“The Holy Spirit Comes” 

Read Acts 2:1-13 

• The first part of Hope’s vision statement says that we are a “spirited community.” What does it mean to 
be spirited? What stands out to you from the passage above? What does it look like in the life of a 
Christ follower? How did the early church respond when filled with the Holy Spirit? What does it look 
like, as Lutheran Church of Hope, to be filled with God’s Spirit? How do we follow his lead? 

 
“The Great Commission” 

Read Matthew 29:16-20 

• The second part of our vision statement is that we are a growing community. What does it mean to 
grow both deep and wide? What does that look like? How does your group do both? Why is it 
important to do both? 

• Who can you invite to church or your small group? 
 
“Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet” 

Read John 13:1-17 

• The final part of our vision statement says that we are a Christ-centered community. What does that 
have to do with the passage above? Where does serving others come in to what we believe God has 
called us to be? 

• Pastor Jeremy talked about forgiving someone 70x7 times. What is the significance of this statement? 
How does forgiveness play in to us being a Christ-centered community? Who do you need to forgive in 
your life? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
Talk with your group about how you can be more spirited, growing, and Christ-centered. What does that look like in 
your lives? Pray that God would continue to fill your lives with his Spirit and that your group would grow both deep 
and wide in his love. 
 


