
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
June 23-24, 2018 
“Finding God in the Tough Stuff: Where is God in My Failure?” 
Scripture: Psalm 51:1-12 
 
 
OPENING 
This week is the start of new sermon series, “Finding God in the Tough Stuff.” We will take a three-week look at 
some of the most difficult questions of life - where is God in my failures, in my pain, or when I feel lost? We don't 
have to look too far to see places in life where things aren't the way they should be. The good news is that God 
isn’t absent in any of those places. 
 
 
PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 
INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
King David 

Read 2 Samuel 11-12 

• Is there anything that stands out to you from these chapters? Who is David? He is called “a man after 
God’s own heart” yet fails in this situation with Bathsheba. What does that say about God’s grace? 
What is Nathan’s response to David? How is David trying to hide? Why is he trying to hide? Have you 
ever tried to hide from a time when you failed? Why do we try to hide? 
  

Read Psalm 51:1-12 

• What stands out to you about this Psalm? Who is writing this? What does it say about God? What 
does he desire? What does David desire? What does it look like to be vulnerable? What does 
confession do for us? Why is it important? 

 
Romans 

Read Romans 3:23, 8:31-39, & 12:9 

• How do these three parts of Romans connect? Why is it significant that all people have missed the 
mark? (Chapter 3) What is God’s response to us missing the mark? (Chapter 8) What does that free 
us up to do? (Chapter 12) 

• Pastor Jeremy pointed out that there are three false narratives that Christians believe sometimes when 
bad things happen; 1) God must not care 2) God can’t do anything about it 3) God is punishing me. 
Have you ever caught yourself, or someone else, believing these things that are not true? What is the 
truth that the Bible actually teaches? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, take time to confess your sins and failures. Know that God loves you! Take time to recognize the areas 
of your life where you are trying to hide from other people or from yourself. Bring those things out into the light and 
allow God to change your heart and life by his grace. 


