
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
March 17-18, 2018 
“The Jesus Run, On Top of the World!” 
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9 
 
 
OPENING 
We’re spending time in the book of Matthew throughout the season of Lent. It’s called “The Jesus Run” because 
it’s all about action. Jesus’ call on our lives is very mission focused. So, as we go through the next few weeks, 
consider ways you can join him in the things he’s doing in your life and the lives around you. We’re on a mission 
from God! 
 
 

PRAYER 
Open your time together with a moment of prayer, either silently or aloud. Invite the Holy Spirit into your 
conversation and ask God to give you wisdom and discernment as you read the Scripture and discuss your faith. 
Trust in him to guide you. 
 
 

THE SERMON 
Take time with your group to recap the message you heard before jumping into the questions. If you missed 
anything, you can watch it again online. Did you attend a service? If so, who was preaching? What was the 
message about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, or inspired during the 
sermon?) What has been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply the message to your everyday life? 
 
 

INTO THE WORD 
Take a few moments to read the Scripture verses shared during the worship service, along with a few others listed 
below. You can read these passages out loud as a group, or silently to yourselves.  
 
“The Transfiguration” 

Read Matthew 17:1-9 

• This week, our passage is on the transfiguration of Jesus. What did Pastor Mike say “transfiguration” 
means? Put yourself in Peter, James, and John’s position. How would you have reacted to this 
experience? Why do you think Peter wanted to stay there? (v. 4) 

• Have you ever had a spiritual mountaintop experience? Explain that experience. What was the result 
of that experience? What did you learn from it? 

 
 “Heavens proclaim the glory of God” 

Read Psalm 19:1-6 

• In this psalm of David, we read about how the heavens proclaim God’s glory. What does the word 
“glory” mean? Pastor Mike pointed out that morality, justice, and miracles are all good things in the 
Christian life, but they aren’t the main thing. What is the main thing? How does the main thing lead to 
morality, justice, and miracles? How does the church get this backwards sometimes? How can we 
make sure that our focus is in the right place? 

 
“Love is the Greatest” 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13 

• In this passage, Paul talks about some of the gifts of the church, including miracles, healing, tongues, 
etc. Look at the end of verse 31. What is Paul communicating there? What is he saying about all those 
gifts? What is he saying about what is next? What stands out to you from chapter 13? What does Paul 
say is the greatest gift? Pastor Mike asked the question, how much love is pouring out of you? Discuss 
this question with your Life Group. 

 
 
APPLICATION 
This week, Pastor Mike challenged us all to put Jesus and loving others as our highest priority. All the other things 
that come along with the Christian life are important, but they are a result of loving God and loving others first 
(Matthew 22:36-40) Discuss with your group ways that you can put these two things first in your group. 


