
sermon discussion guide
for Dec. 1-2, 2018
“Christmas Presence”
2 Corinthians 9:6-15

As we enter the season of Advent, we’re going through a series of sermons called “The Time Has Come.” Advent is 
all about the birth of our Savior, Jesus. We’re looking at a simpler Christmas, the importance of presence, and saving your 
Christmas soul. Join us each week as we celebrate and prepare together. The time has come! Don’t miss Jesus.

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Pray the prayer Pastor Mike talked about in his message. “Lord, what do you want to do through me to accomplish your 
will for this church?” Let it be a personal conversation with God. Allow the truth about biblical stewardship to be how you 
give. Make sure your heart is cheerful and joyous as you give.

Read 2 Corinthians 9:5-15 - “The Collection for Christians in Jerusalem”
• What stands out to you from this passage? How are believers and the church to approach money? What is behind 

handling money? Why does Jesus talk so much about money? Pastor Mike asked the question, do you have money or 
does money have you? Think about that question. How would you answer it?

• How does joy and peace play in to money and giving? What is the attitude of the heart that God wants when a person 
gives? What is the goal? Have you discovered the joy of cheerful giving?

Read Mark 12:38-44 - “Warning Against the Teachers of the Law”
• Pastor Mike talked about how this passage has been misinterpreted so often. How has it been misunderstood? What is 

it really saying about how churches ought to talk about and handle money?
• Read Luke 16:1-15. What does the word “stewardship” mean to you? What does it mean to steward the resources God 

has given us?

Read Proverbs 11:25
• What stands out to you from this proverb? What is the wisdom being communicated? How does God prosper those 

who are generous? How is refreshment part of giving? How does one experience peace in giving? Where does that 
peace come from?
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