
sermon discussion guide
for Jan. 19-20, 2019
“The Radical Equality of Christianity”
Acts 10:44-48

With the beginning of a new year comes a new theme, “12 Books in 12 Months: God’s Word for Everyday 
Life!” Throughout 2019, we’re reading 12 books in the Bible to become a more biblically fluent church. This 
month, we’re looking at the book of Acts. This is a book written by Luke about what happened in the early 
church. The official name is the Acts of the Apostles, but it’s really about the Acts of the Holy Spirit through the 
apostles. Join us as we read through this action-packed book each week. #RenewYear

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Think about those groups of people who you identify with. Also, consider the people who don’t belong to those same 
groups. Find ways to reach out to people who don’t think, act, or look like you and show them the radical equality of 
Christianity and the love of Jesus Christ.

Read Acts 10:9-48 – “Peter Visits Cornelius”
• Explain in your own words what is happening in this passage. Why is it so significant? How does it display the radical 

equality of Christianity? What does that mean to you? What do you see when you encounter a person who doesn’t 
look like you?

• How does God see the people who are different from you? What could happen if you started to see people the way 
God sees them? What if you started to see yourself the way God sees you? How does God see you?

Read Matthew 5:38-48 - “Love for Enemies”
• What is the significance of this passage? Why is it so difficult to follow? What does it say about those people who are 

different from you? What has God called us to do to all people?
• What are some ways you can go about loving your enemies? Who are those people that God has called you to love?

Read Micah 3:8, Zechariah 4:6, & 1 Thessalonians 1:5 - “Holy Spirit and Power”
• What does the Holy Spirit bring? How does is power and authority given to those who are filled by the Holy Spirit? 

What do these three passages say about being filled with the Holy Spirit and receiving power? What does the Spirit 
look like in someone’s like? How do they have power?

• Read Acts 1:8. What happened in this verse? Why is it a significant moment in the history of the church? What does it 
mean? Who is the Holy Spirit for?
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