
sermon discussion guide
for Feb. 2-3, 2019
“What We Don’t Know Can Hurt Us”
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Our second book of the year is Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The hashtag of “Losing My Bad Religion” is 
because Paul focuses on the things that take us away from Jesus Christ. He reminds us that Jesus is the center of our religion 
and the rest of the things point toward him. We also have some core values at Hope that speak to this idea: “Jesus is life, 
the rest is details;” and “We worship God, not tradition.” Join us for the entire month of February as we dig in to this letter 
and see what it says about following Jesus.

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Read the first 11 chapters of 1 Corinthians. Write down the things that stood out and surprised you. Next week’s sermon 
will dig into chapter 12, so this will provide you a framework for where the book has gone so far. Stay in touch with your 
Life Group members throughout the week, discuss what you’re learning, and challenge each other to keep up with the 
readings all month long.

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 – “The Wisdom of God”
• Pastor Mike said that 1 Corinthians helps answer the question, “Which way is up?” What does this question mean 

when it comes to life and faith? What is this book trying to point people toward? Is Jesus ever surprising to you? In what 
way?

• What is happening in the Corinthians’ church? Why did Paul write this letter? How does it relate to the church today? 
How does it relate to the world we live in? What are the similarities and differences?

Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 - “Paul and Apollos, Servants of Christ”
• Religion often gets a bad rap for wars and conflict that have been fought throughout history. What are the positives of 

religion? What happens when religion goes bad? What is the main thing that keeps religion good? What does Paul say 
about all this?

• What is the main point of this passage? What is Paul trying to communicate about religion? What is the main point of 
our religion?

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 – “One Body with Many Parts”
• What is the significance of a body? Why is Paul using this image to describe the church? What characteristics of a body 

can be used to describe the church? Who do you belong to? How are we connected to Jesus? How do the things he 
does/we do relate to one another?

• Pastor Mike asked the question, “What are you doing with your time?” Have you ever considered that before? What is 
the significance of time? What does it provide us? How can you make the most of your time?
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