
sermon discussion guide
for Feb. 9-10, 2019
“Body by Christ”
1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Our second book of the year is Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The hashtag of “Losing My Bad Religion” is 
because Paul focuses on the things that take us away from Jesus Christ. He reminds us that Jesus is the center of our religion 
and the rest of the things point toward him. We also have some core values at Hope that speak to this idea: “Jesus is life, 
the rest is details;” and “We worship God, not tradition.” Join us for the entire month of February as we dig in to this letter 
and see what it says about following Jesus.

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Write out a list of all the gifts that God has given you. Ask a trusted friend to do the same for you, so you can get another 
person’s perspective. Then, pray about how you can use those gifts to glorify God and lift up his church. Discuss these gifts 
further as a Life Group. Ask God to show you how you can use all your gifts together to give back together.

Read Proverbs 29:18 – “Vision”
• What does this passage say about vision? Why is it important? What is our church vision statement? What does it mean 

to be a Spirited (Acts 2), Growing (Matthew 28), and Christ-centered (John 13) community filled with hope? How does 
your Life Group live out that vision? Why is it important to do church in groups? How much more can be accomplished 
together?

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 - “Concerning Spiritual Gifts”
• What stands out to you from this passage? What is the vision for the church in this passage? How does the church 

relate to a body? What are the spiritual gifts that Paul mentions in this passage? Read Romans 12:6-8 and Ephesians 
4:7-16. What do all of these passages say about spiritual gifts? What are your gifts? How can you contribute to the 
mission and vision of the church by using your gifts?

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 – “Unity and Diversity in the Body”
• What stands out to you from this passage? What is the significance of doing church together? Pastor Mike pointed out 

a “heart check” for church members. What is the main difference between a secure and insecure church member? Is 
church about what you can consume or what you can give to others? Why is this important to keep in mind?

• What is the significance of the different gifts and roles in the body of Christ? What does this say about the roles 
sometime thought of as “big” or “small?” How are we all full-time ministers? What is your day job? How can you be a 
minister in that role? What is our call, as Christ followers, to do with the Good News we’ve been given? How can we 
go about sharing that with those who don’t know Jesus yet?
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