
sermon discussion guide
for Feb. 16-17, 2019
“More Than a Miracle”
1 Corinthians 13:1-8

Our second book of the year is Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The hashtag of “Losing My Bad Religion” is 
because Paul focuses on the things that take us away from Jesus Christ. He reminds us that Jesus is the center of our religion 
and the rest of the things point toward him. We also have some core values at Hope that speak to this idea: “Jesus is life, 
the rest is details;” and “We worship God, not tradition.” Join us for the rest of the month of February as we continue to dig 
into this letter and see what it says about following Jesus.

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Talk with your group about ways to practice listening, being humble, forgiving offenses, and loving those around you. Start 
by specifically praying together as a group for those people who hurt or offend you. Allow God to change your heart and 
give you the strength to show love to these people.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 – “Love is the Greatest”
• Have you ever read or heard this chapter before? Does anything new stand out to you this time you read it? How is 

this love different from what the world tells us? What does it look like in the real world? What does it say about being 
offended? Think about the last time you were offended. What happened? How did you respond? What does Jesus say 
about that situation? 

• Read Matthew 7:3. How does this relate to being offended? What does Jesus say about judging others? Pastor Mike 
pointed out that most of the time, when we get offended, the other person is ignorant, not malicious. How does this 
change how we respond when we are offended?

Read James 1:19-27 - “Listening and Doing”
• What are the instructions in this passage for getting angry with someone who offends you? What is the significance of 

listening? What do you have to do to listen well? How does humbling yourself help? What does it look like to humble 
yourself? Why is that so difficult to do sometimes? How does privilege play a role in humbling ourselves?

Read 2 Timothy 2:23-26 - “A Servant of the Lord”
• What does it mean to be a servant of the Lord? How does that influence how you interact with other people? Think 

about the difficult people in your life. How do you normally respond to them? What is Jesus calling you to do? How 
can you treat these people with love?

• What does it look like to gently instruct those who oppose the truth? Why is it important to do this gently?
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