
sermon discussion guide
for Feb. 23-24, 2019
“Religion Without a Resurrection”
1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Our second book of the year is Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The hashtag of “Losing My Bad Religion” is 
because Paul focuses on the things that take us away from Jesus Christ. He reminds us that Jesus is the center of our religion 
and the rest of the things point toward him. We also have some core values at Hope that speak to this idea: “Jesus is life, 
the rest is details;” and “We worship God, not tradition.” This was the final week in this letter as we finish up lessons on 
what it says about following Jesus.

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Pastor Nick gave us three points: consider the evidence, size up your enemies, and start eternity now. Discuss with your 
Life Group how you can do those three things over this next week. Then, make a plan to put them into action, so you can 
build your faith on the foundation of the resurrection of Jesus.

Read Matthew 7:24-29 - “Building a Solid Foundation”
• What is a foundation? Why is it so important? What would it look like to build a house on the sand? What does Jesus 

mean by this? What does the storm represent in a person’s life? Pastor Nick pointed out that where we build our hope 
will determine if we stay standing. What is the foundation of our faith? Have you ever thought about the resurrection 
being this foundation? How does it act like a foundation?

• What are some of the “sandy” foundations that some people build their life on that won’t hold the house up? Why do 
those things fail? Why does Jesus’ resurrection not fail us? What are you building your life on?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-58 – “The Resurrection of the Dead”
• What stands out to you from this passage? What is Paul hoping the Corinthians understand about the resurrection? 

Why is it so important? How does it give us life and hope?
• Pastor Nick talked about passing on this foundation. How do we pass the foundation on? What are the three things he 

encouraged us to do in light of the resurrection?

Read Isaiah 53:1-12 - “The Suffering Servant”
• What is the significance of this passage? When was it written? What does it describe? What do those facts make you 

realize about the resurrection? How was God working through all those events?
• What does Jesus’ resurrection say about our enemies? (death, evil, etc.) What is Jesus inviting you to? How does 

eternity start now for us?
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