
sermon discussion guide
for April 6-7, 2019
“Tears in Heaven”
John 11:32-35

This April, we’re reading through the Gospel of John. Each week is tied to a different song. Join us every 
weekend as we go through this #SingAlong. Try reading through the entire book this month and memorizing 
the verse John 14:6: “Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me.”

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

If you know someone who is suffering and in pain, find time to pray for him or her each day this week. Also, find a way to 
bless that person, showing the love of Christ in a unique way. Help to support him or her through a difficult time. If you are 
the one who is suffering right now, talk with your Life Group about that, so they can be the body of Christ to you during a 
difficult time.

Read John 11:1-44 - “The Raising of Lazarus”
• Have you ever experienced deep pain like Pastor Jeremy described in his message? Have you ever wondered how to 

make sense of hurt, pain, or loss? Where is God in those situations? Have you ever felt pain that makes faith in Jesus 
hard?

• What is happening in the passage above? How does Jesus handle it? Why is this important? Why is verse 35 so 
significant? What does Jesus do for us in our suffering? What does that say about painful things in this world?

Read Psalm 13:1-6 - “A Psalm of David”
• Can you relate to this psalm? Have you ever asked some of the questions in it? What is the author experiencing? What 

changes in the heart of the author from the beginning of the passage to the end? What is the response? How does he 
get there?

Read Isaiah 53:3-9 - “The Suffering Servant”
• Why is it significant that Jesus suffered? What does that say about our suffering? What does he do? How does he 

understand our situations?
• Pastor Jeremy pointed out that we, as the body of Christ, can come alongside those who are suffering. What does it 

look like to love someone who is in deep pain? How can your Life Group do that for people who need them? What is 
the impact of Christ-centered community on suffering? What does Jesus do in the midst of suffering?
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