
sermon discussion guide
for May 18-19, 2019
“Beautiful Boy”
Proverbs 23:29-35

This month, we’re reading through the book of Proverbs. Each week is tied to a movie. Join us every weekend as we go 
through this #ScriptureAndAMovie. Try reading through the entire book this month (there are 31 days and 31 chapters in 
Proverbs...) and commit to your memory Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” 

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Think about the people in your life who are struggling with substance abuse. Write down or think of those people and be 
intentional about praying for them each day. Pray that God would bring them out of addiction into new life. Find ways to 
love them and support them without judgement, shame, or condemnation.

Read Proverbs 23:29-35  
• What stands out to you from this passage? What does substance abuse do? What is God’s wisdom that is being 

shared here? How does God want us to respond to this wisdom?

Read some of the following: Proverbs 20:1; 23:19-21; 26:9; 31:4-7; Romans 13:3; 14:15-21; 1 Corinthians 
5:11, 6:10, 10:23-24; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:18; 1 Timothy 3:8; & 1 Peter 4:3
• How do these passages relate? What is the overarching message of Scripture on alcohol, drugs, and abuse? What 

does he want for us? What is he offering?
• Pastor Mike pointed out the three categories of people: 1) those who have a problem and admit it, 2) those who have 

a problem and don’t admit it, and 3) those who love someone who has a problem. Have you ever had any experience 
with substance abuse (either you or someone you know)? What is that experience like? Where was God present in 
that? What does he want for that person?

Read Proverbs 3:10; Psalm 104:14-15; & John 2:1-11
• How does the Bible speak about alcohol in a neutral or positive way? What does that say about it? What is the 

difference between the positive/neutral angle and the abusive behavior? How does connection and isolation play 
a role in addiction and recovery? If you or someone you know is dealing with this issue, how can it be helped? What 
does God have for that person?

Read Romans 12:1-2 – “A Living Sacrifice”
• What does it mean to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice? How does this connect with the topic of substance abuse? 

What is the pattern that God wants us to avoid conforming to?
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