
sermon discussion guide
for June 1-2, 2019
“What Matters Most to God”
1 Samuel 16:4-13

This month, we’re reading through the Book of 1 & 2 Samuel. Join us every weekend as we go through 
#LifeLessonsfromKingDavid. Try reading through the entire book this month and memorizing the memory verse; 1 Samuel 
16:7, “But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see 
things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Take time each day this week to stop, slow down, close your eyes, talk to God, and listen. Write down some things that are 
on your heart to ask God about and pause to listen for an answer. Ask him to show you his perspective and give you the 
faith to trust that his ways are the best.

Read 1 Samuel 16:4-13 – “Samuel Anoints David as King”
• What is happening in this passage? Why is David so significant? Who is Samuel? What makes a good king over Israel?
• Pastor Mike asked the questions: Where is your focus? What do you see? Discuss those questions in your group. What 

is your top priority in life? How does this orient how you live your life? What is the main thing? How do we keep the 
main thing, the main thing?

Read Isaiah 55:8-9 – “Invitation to the Thirsty”
• What do these verses say about God and his perspective? How do we view things? Think about a time when you had 

a struggle in your life. Do you see it differently now than when you were going through it? How so? What was God’s 
perspective on it? What did you learn from that experience?

• Why is it significant that God sees things that we don’t? How does faith play a role in understanding God’s 
perspective? How do we trust that his ways are better than ours?

Read Luke 1:32-33 – “The Birth of Jesus Foretold”
• How does this passage connect to the story in 1 Samuel? How did Samuel’s trust in God’s plan lead to Jesus? What 

happened throughout that story?
• How do we gain a wider viewpoint on our life? How does being quiet, humble in spirit, and listening to God help? 

What does that show us?
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