
sermon discussion guide
for July 6-7, 2019
“God Makes a Way”
Esther 2:15-20

This month, we’re going to be reading through the book of Esther. Join us every weekend as we talk about 
#WhenGodSeemsAbsent. Try reading through the entire book this month and memorizing the memory verse; 
Esther 4:14: “If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other 
place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as 
this?”

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Talk with your Life Group about the times in your life where God has felt absent. Looking back on those times, can you see 
where he was now? How does that allow you to trust him more for the future? What is the promise that he gives you?

Read Esther 2:15-20 – “Esther Made Queen”
• What is happening in this passage? Where is God? Have you ever wondered that same thing in your life? What was/is 

happening? What emotions does that stir up in you? What do you start to believe about God when he feels absent?
• Pastor Jeremy pointed out three things that we might feel: 1) He was never here. 2) He seems to have left. 3) I have left. 

Do you identify with any of those feelings? Does God need to be named in order for him to be present?

Read Isaiah 43:16-19 – “God’s Mercy and Israel’s Unfaithfulness”
• What is God’s promise in this passage? What is happening? What is God doing and what is Israel doing? What does 

this mean for us when we feel God is absent in our lives? What is the truth? What does God promise us?

Read Psalm 23:1-6 – “A Psalm of David”
• What stands out to you most from this passage? Why is it significant for the author to write “for you are with me” in 

verse 4? What does that mean for us when we are in hard times? Read Ephesians 1:11. Where is God working in your 
life? How can you join him in what he’s doing?
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