
sermon discussion guide
for July 13-14, 2019
“God Gives Us a Voice”
Esther 4:7-14

We’re reading through the book of Esther. Join us each weekend to talk about #WhenGodSeemsAbsent. Try 
reading through the entire book this month and memorizing the memory verse; Esther 4:14: “If you keep quiet at a time 
like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows 
if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?”

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Have a conversation with your Life Group about the injustices you see happening in the world and maybe right in front of 
you. How might God be calling you to speak into those situations? Take time to pray specifically for those who are being 
put down and struggling. Ask God to speak through you into the situation to share his love.

Read Esther 4:7-14 – “Mordecai Persuades Esther to Help”
• What is happening in this passage? What are Esther and Mordecai’s roles? What is the position they are in? What are 

they facing? What is the problem? How can Esther stop this? Why is Mordecai’s request so dangerous? What would 
you do in Esther’s place?

• Pastor Jeremy talked about the five steps of self-preservation. What are those? When do we respond to things in one 
of these five ways? What is the healthy way to deal with trouble? Think about a time when you saw injustice. What was 
happening? Did you speak up? What is the voice that God gave you? Have you ever felt like your voice hadn’t been 
asked for? What does that feel like? What does God say about that?

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-7 – “A Time for Everything”
• What is the timing that is discussed in this passage? What is the difference between God’s time and chronological 

time? What is the time you have in front of you? Where is there an opportunity to speak into a situation where injustice 
is occurring?

Read Micah 6:1-8 – “The LORD’s Case Against Israel”
• What is this passage talking about? What does it mean to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God? What 

does this look like in your life? Pastor Jeremy talked about the cost of speaking vs. the cost of staying silent. What does 
this mean to you? How do we weigh this cost? What is God calling us to do?
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