
sermon discussion guide
for July 27-28, 2019
“God Promises a Future”
Esther 8:1-8

This is the final week reading through the book of Esther where we talk about #WhenGodSeemsAbsent. The memory 
verse is Esther 4:14: “If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, 
but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?”

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him to 
guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

How can your Life Group invite new people to the banquet that God is throwing for his people? In what ways can 
you reach out and invite or compel people to come and see how good God truly is? Brainstorm ways you can extend 
invitations to people in your life and then go out and do it. See how many people you can invite to your Life Group, or to 
worship, who don’t have a church home. 

Read Esther 8:1-8 – “The King’s Edict in Behalf of the Jews”
• What stands out to you from this passage? What is happening in the story of Esther? How does it apply to the topic of 

God promising a future? 

Read Matthew 18:1-5 – “The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven”
• What is it about little children that Jesus is pointing out? What is the significance of a child’s faith? How do we become 

like a little child? What do they understand that is sometimes lost on adults? What is the characteristic that children 
understand about the Kingdom of Heaven?

Read Psalm 100:1-5
• What is the Psalmist communicating about thanksgiving and celebration? What role does that play in your faith? How 

do we live a life of joy and celebration and thanksgiving?

Read Luke 14:15-24 & 15:1-7 – “The Parable of the Great Banquet” & “The Parable of the Lost Sheep”
• What stands out to you from these two stories? Why are they so significant? What is the message that Jesus is 

communicating about the Kingdom of God and God’s heart for people? How is the Kingdom like a banquet? How do 
people sometimes make it about following rules? What is the truth of the Kingdom?

Read John 15:9-12 – “The Vine and the Branches”
• Why does Jesus say these things? What does he want for us? What does the word joy mean to you?
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