
Sermon Discussion Guide
for Jan. 11-12, 2020
“What the Bible Really Says About Baptism”
Matthew 3:13-17

This year, we’re starting a new focus called “All Eyes on Jesus.” In this first month, we’ll be looking at Matthew’s Gospel in a 
series called “Meet Jesus.” #TheOne

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust 
him to guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments 
where you felt convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you 
been able to apply the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Talk with your group about what God is calling you to do, now that you have been identified as Jesus’ people, born again 
through baptism, and launched to go and be God’s people. What does that look like? How can you go and be the light in 
the world today?

lutheranchurchofhope.org

Read Matthew 3:13-17 – “The Baptism of Jesus”
• What is happening in this passage? Why is it significant? Is there anything that surprised or confused you? What are the 

three things that Pr. Mike mentioned baptism does? What two are happening to Jesus in this passage?

Read Joshua 3:1-17 – “The Israelites Cross the Jordan”
• How is the story of Jesus’ baptism connected to this story? What are the similarities? How would the original audience 

have read these two stories?

Read Romans 6:1-5 – “Sin’s Power is Broken”
• What does baptism do? What is the promise that Jesus gives us in baptism? What does it mean for us? How have we 

died? What does it mean will happen to us after we die? Why is this significant?

Read John 3:1-21 – “Born Again”
• What does it mean to be born again? Have you heard this phrase before in your life? What does it make you think? 

How does baptism relate to being born again?

Read Matthew 28:16-20 – “The Great Commission”
• How is baptism a launching point? What are we called to? What does that look like? What does Jesus ask us to go and 

do?


