
Sermon Discussion Guide
for Feb. 8-9, 2020
“Soakers & Shakers”
Matthew 15:21-28

In this second month of our “All Eyes on Jesus” 2020 sermon series, we continue in Matthew’s Gospel in a series called 
“Start Seeing Miracles!” #Limitless

PRAY & CONNECT

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust 
him to guide you. Take time to recap the message or view it on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments 
where you felt convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you 
been able to apply the message to your everyday life?

GROW

APPLY

Think about some of the ways the world likes to put us in different boxes and categories. What boxes have you been put 
into, by yourself or others? Think about the people who aren’t in the same box as you. What is your feelings toward them? 
Find time each day to specifically pray for ways to connect, bless, and bring peace with people who are different than you. 
Seek out unity over division.
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Read Matthew 15:21-28 – “The Faith of a Gentile Woman”
• What is happening in this passage? Is there anything that shocks you? Why or why not? What is Jesus doing when he 

responds to the woman? Why does he say those things? How does the woman respond? What is she seeking? What 
is she driven by?

• Pastor Mike talked about soakers and shakers; people who soak in offense and others who shake it off. What do each 
of those look like? Which one ought we strive to do? Why? What does the world tell us to do instead?

Read Romans 5:1-5 - “Faith Brings Joy”
• What do problems and trials do to us? How can we respond? What can we learn? What does endurance and character 

lead to? Why is hope powerful? Why is it important? How does Jesus respond to our suffering? Why is that important? 
How have you learned from suffering in the past? What is it that God is trying to teach you right now?

Read John 17:20-26 – “The Prayer of Jesus”
• Why is Jesus’ prayer so counter-cultural? What is he asking for? What does he hope for? What does that look like in our 

world? What does the world “unity” mean to you? How do we live “as one?” Can we live in harmony with those we 
don’t agree with? Why or why not? What does that look like?


