
Sermon Discussion Guide
May 16-17, 2020
“How to Begin Again”
John 3:1-8

PRAY & CONNECT

In this fifth month of our “All Eyes on Jesus” 2020 theme, we dive deeper into  John’s Gospel, in this sermon series called 
“Get a (New) Life!” #Breakthrough.

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you 
felt convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to 
apply the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read John 3:1-15 – “Jesus Teaches Nicodemus” 
• What stands out to you about this conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus? In his sermon, Pastor Mike 

highlighted the Greek word “anowthen” which can be better translated in this passage, “Born from above.” How 
does that influence your interpretation of Jesus’ teaching? 

• What does Jesus mean in verse 15 when He compares the Son of Man to Moses lifting up the snake in the wilderness? 
Read Numbers 21:4-9 for further insight. 

 
Read John 14:6 – “Jesus is Truth” 
• What does it mean to you specifically that Jesus says He is Truth? What other sources of truth do you trust? How have 

they come through for you or let you down? 
 
Read Psalm 51:15-17 – “Relationship not Religion” 
• Pastor Mike talked about some of the ways strict religion has distorted the way we interact with God. What does this 

Psalm tell us about how God wants us to come to Him? 
• How would you describe the difference in Christianity between religion and relationship? How have you experienced 

this difference? 
 
Read Ephesians 2:4-10 – “Saved by Grace through Faith” 
• How are we “saved”? Is there anything we can do to earn salvation? How does this passage relate to John 3:16? 
• What does “Grace” mean to you? How do you define it? What are some other passages in Scripture that help you 

understand it? 

There are quite a few memorable verses in this week’s study guide. Pick one you want to commit to memorize this week 
and share it with your group: 
• John 14:6 
• Psalm 51:17 
• Ephesians 2:8-9 

APPLY

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-8&version=NLT
https://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/hopeonline/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A15-17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A4-10&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NLT

