
Sermon Discussion Guide
July 4-5, 2020
“Caesar & God”
Matthew 22:15-22

PRAY & CONNECT

In this seventh month of our “All Eyes on Jesus” 2020 theme, we look at Jesus as a surprising kind of leader in the book of 
Matthew with our sermon series, “Surprise! #NewRules.” 

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read Matthew 22:15-22 – “Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar”

• What’s happening in this passage? What were they trying to do with their question about taxes? What does that 
question say about their hearts? What do they desire? What is the significance of Jesus’ response? How does this story 
relate to today? How is God speaking into this moment?

• What are the “camps” that people have divided into today? What does Jesus say about those camps? Pastor Nick 
pointed out that Jesus loves the campers, but not the camps. What does that mean for the “camps” in our world?

Read Matthew 10:16-20 – “Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles”

• What does it mean to be wise as serpents and innocent as doves? What does that look like in the area you find 
yourself? How do you speak out when called to do so? How is God calling you to respond to the authority figures in 
your life? Who are those people/organizations? 

• What does it mean that your Caesar has a King? Why is that significant?

Read Galatians 5:1-15 – “Freedom in Christ”

• What does it mean to be free? How does that impact how you live? What does Paul say about your freedom? What 
does freedom allow you to do? Think about your freedom in light of authority. How do those two things relate?

Pray for the authority figures in your life that you disagree with. Pray that God would bless them and guide them. Hope the 
best for them and show them genuine love. Spend time each day doing this and watch how God shows up.

APPLY
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