
Sermon Discussion Guide
July 25-26, 2020
“The Greatest Christians”
Matthew 23:1-7;11-12

PRAY & CONNECT

In this seventh month of our “All Eyes on Jesus” 2020 theme, we look at Jesus as a surprising kind of leader in the book of 
Matthew with our sermon series, “Surprise! #NewRules.” 

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read Philippians 2:1-4 – “Value Others” 
• How does the biblical definition of greatness clash with how the world defines it? What are some ways Pastors Jeremy 

and Eric talked about the ways Jesus flips greatness from “Me” to “We”? 
 
Read Philippians 2:5-11 – “Christ-like Attitude” 
• Use the following chart to list the different ways Jesus demonstrated biblical greatness: 

Philippians Chapter 2 Jesus’ Attitude

Verse 6

Verse 7

Verse 8

What do verses 10-11 tell us is the reward for living life with a Christ-like attitude?

Read Mark 10:45 – “Serve” 
• One of Lutheran Church of Hope’s core values is “Jesus is life. The rest is details.” This means that we take our lead from 

Jesus: he is the center of our worship and true example for how to live life in this world. What does this one simple 
verse tell us about what it means to follow Jesus? 

• “Son of Man” was a way Jesus used to describe himself when teaching, and it points to an Old Testament prophecy 
about the Messiah. Read Daniel 7:13-14. What does this tell us about Jesus and how he relates to the passages we 
studied in Philippians? 

Pastor Jeremy cited John 3:16 as a reminder that greatness according to Jesus is about sacrificial love and in Philippians, we 
read about the importance of considering the needs of others higher than our own. This week, what is one simple way you 
can love others not just in feeling or thought, but in action that addresses a need?   

APPLY

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23%3A1-12&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-4&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A5-11&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A45&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7%3A13-14&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=NLT

