
Sermon Discussion Guide
Oct. 3-4, 2020
“Sower (Powered by the Spirit”
Mark 4:3-9

PRAY & CONNECT

In this tenth month of our “All Eyes on Jesus” 2020 theme, in our new sermon series, “Once Upon a Time” #EyeOpening 
BibleStories, we’ll explore Hope’s new vision statement and discover all the ways the Bible keeps us looking ahead. 

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read Ezekiel 36:26-30 – “The Hard Soil” 
• This weekend we looked at Jesus’ parable of the Sower where he explains the different ways the seed of the Gospel 

can reach a person’s heart. While we read primarily from Mark’s Gospel, Matthew 13:1-9 clearly divides the different 
soils, or conditions of the heart, into four groups. How does this passage in Ezekiel talk about the first soil from 
Matthew 13:2? 

• What encouraging promises stand out to you from this passage in Ezekiel of how a hard heart can be restored? 

Read Ephesians 4:14-16 – “The Rocky Soil” 
• How does this passage talk about shallow faith? What are the possible consequences of a belief in God that doesn’t 

grow deep roots or start with a firm foundation? 
• What helps us develop deeper faith? What practices have you found most helpful? 

Read 1 Peter 5:6-10 – “The Weedy Soil” 
• In what ways do stress and anxiety, fear and worry act like weeds in our lives? When you experience those things, what 

effects do you notice on your faith and the way you approach your relationship with God? 
• How does this passage in 1 Peter tell us we can get rid of these weeds that choke our faith? 

Read Galatians 5:22-25 – “The Good Soil” 
• What are the fruits we should be looking for when the Gospel takes root in our hearts and produces a fruitful harvest? 
• Which of these fruits from good soil do you recognize in your life? Which ones are you still hoping to produce?

“Right now, my heart feels __________.”(circle the one closest to how you feel today) 
• Hard               •     Rocky 
• Weedy            •   Good 

What are some action steps you can apply from the message this weekend to help cultivate the soil of your heart by the 
work of the Holy Spirit? 

APPLY
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