
Sermon Discussion Guide
May 29-30, 2021
“Dealing with Doubts”
Mark 9:20-24

PRAY & CONNECT

This summer sermon series is called “My Favorite Bible Story (And Why)!” gives Hope pastors a chance to preach about a 
biblical story that has had a great impact on them or that inspires them in amazing ways. These may be familiar Bible stories 
that you can revisit and explore in a new way or a new story that you can delve into with our pastors. 

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on HopeOnline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read Mark 9:14-29 - “Jesus Heals a Boy Possessed by an Impure Spirit”
• Have you ever struggled with doubt? What is it you have faith in more than anything else? What do you trust? What 

happens when life doesn’t go well? What happens to that faith/trust? Is there a Bible passage that you often go to 
when things aren’t going well? Or you need encouragement? What is your favorite Bible passage?

• What is happening in this Mark 9 passage? What stands out to you about faith? Do you ever experience belief and 
doubt at the same time? What is the thing that can make faith difficult for you sometimes?

Read Mark 4:35-41 - “Jesus Calms the Storm”
• In verse 38, the disciples ask Jesus if he even cares. Do you ever feel like asking Jesus that same question? When things 

are going poorly, do you have doubt about that?

Read John 16:33 - “The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy”
• What is significant about this verse? What does Jesus do about our suffering? Why is it significant that Jesus joins us in 

whatever suffering we’re going through? How does it restore our faith?

Read Hebrews 11:1 - “Faith in Action”
• How does this passage set us up for the rest of the chapter? What does it lead in to? How does it help our faith? What 

do stories do to help your faith? What stories remind you of God’s faithfulness and love? How has God worked in your 
life? What has he done for you in the past? What are God’s promises for you?

Talk with your Life Group about the ways God has shown up in your lives. Share those stories and celebrate the good 
things that God has done. Then, share your current struggles and doubts with one another. End your time by praying 
for everyone in your group. Ask that God would show up and do big things for your good. Thank him for his continued 
presence and for the ways he is working for your good.

APPLY

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A20-24&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A14-29&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A35-41&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A33&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A1&version=NLT

