
Sermon Discussion Guide
March 27-28, 2021
“Surprises Along the Way”
John 12:12-16

PRAY & CONNECT

Throughout the season of Lent, we’re doing a sermon series called “40 Days of Renewal.” Join us each week as we look to 
Jesus to renew us.

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on HopeOnline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read John 12:12-16 - “Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King”

• What are the traditions you enjoy during Holy Week? What is the purpose of those traditions? Who is your leader? 
What does it mean to have Jesus be your lead?

• What are the surprising things about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? Why does it matter that people are 
already there to worship? How is Jesus a different type of king? What sort of attitude does he bring?

Read John 14:6 - “Jesus the Way to the Father”

• What is the significance of this statement by Jesus? What is he “the way” to? What does that mean for us this Holy 
Week? What does it mean for our faith in general? What does it look like to make Jesus the center of your faith?

Read John 18:36 - “Jesus Before Pilate”

• What does Jesus mean when he says that his kingdom is not of this world? How is it different than earthly kingdoms?

Read John 19:15 - “Jesus Sentenced to be Crucified”

• What does Jesus say to our agendas? How can we make sure that our agenda is Jesus’ too? Is following Jesus 
convenient?

This week, read through the Gospel of John from beginning to end. Read 2-3 chapters each day. Pray that God would 
reveal himself to you in the reading this Holy Week. Allow this practice to bring new meaning and focus to your Holy 
Week, fixing your eyes on Jesus and what he’s done for us. 

APPLY

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A12-16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A12-16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+14%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+18%3A36&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+19%3A15&version=NLT

