
Sermon Discussion Guide
Sept. 18-19, 2021
“Get Behind Me, Satan”
Matthew 16:21-27

PRAY & CONNECT

In our sermon series called “Say What?!” Hope pastors make sense of Jesus’ most shocking statements. There are a lot of 
things Jesus says that may seem shocking, as well as things we think are in the Bible that aren’t. It’s important to know what 
Scripture really says and how to make sense of it, so this month we are turning our attention to these biblical truths. 

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on HopeOnline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read Matthew 16:13-27 - “Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah” & “Jesus Predicts His Death”
• Why does it matter who we say Jesus is? Who do you say Jesus is? How does Peter go from “Blessed are you” (v. 17) to 

“Get behind me, Satan!” (v. 23) What is the change that happens? What is he doing that Jesus wants to transform?
• What does it look like for you to get ahead of Jesus in your life? How does that impact our following of Jesus? What is 

the toughest part of following Jesus? How can we allow him to lead rather than trying to lead him?

Read Philippians 2:1-11 - “Imitating Christ’s Humility”
• How does a person become humble? Do you value humility? Why does God value humility so much? How can other 

people help us to humble ourselves before God?
• In what areas of your life are you a leader? How can we be leaders who follow Jesus? How is that different than how the 

world tells us to be a leader of others?
• What are the characteristics of Christ listed in this passage? What do those look like in your life? What do they look like 

in the lives of others?

Read John 14:6; Romans 1:16; Luke 14:15-24 - “Jesus is life. The rest is details.”
• Read our five core values on Hope’s website. How do those each help us to continue following Jesus and not get out 

ahead of him? Specifically looking at the first one, what does it mean for Jesus to be life and the rest to be details? 
• What do those three Bible verses above have to do with that? How have people made details more important to Jesus 

in the past? Have you ever struggled with that?

This week, pray for humility. Pray that God would bless those who you disagree or struggle with. Find ways to show 
genuine love to them, valuing them above yourself.

APPLY

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13-27&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13-27&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-11&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A16&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A15-24&version=NLT
https://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/about-us/mission-vision-values/

