
Bible Discussion and Resource Guide for Groups 
Week 11, March 13-18 

New Testament: Luke 12-14 

   
- Monday, 12:1-34: What warnings does Jesus issue the disciples? What encouragement? How do you 

feel knowing that everything done in secret will someday be revealed? (v.1-12) 

What is the man’s problem? His solution? Why is he a fool? When have you been like the man in the 
story? (v.13-21) 

How does this section relate to the preceding parable about riches? How much worry do you have in 
your life right now? Why? How would your life be different if your lived the way Jesus sets forth in 
this passage? (v.22-34) 

- Tuesday, 12:35-59: What is the relationship between watchfulness and worry (v.22-24)? Who is the 
thief? What dangers is Jesus warning you about in this section? Which danger is most likely to be a 
problem for you? What has God entrusted to you as his manager? (v.35-48) 

How and why does Jesus bring division? How has the crowd misread Jesus? What has Christ brought 
to your family and friends: division or peace? Why? How can you tell if it is your faith that strains a 
relationship, or the way you live your faith? (v.49-59) 

- Wednesday, 13:1-21: What is the danger of associating someone’s misfortune with sin? What fruit 
do you want to be producing by this time next year? (v.1-9) 

How do you reconcile this connection between physical and spiritual healing? (v.10-17) 

How can a little faith influence your everyday life? (v.18-21) 

- Thursday, 13:22-35: According to Jesus, who will make it through the narrow door and who won’t? If 
God loves people, why isn’t the door wider? Who are the ones outside? How do you know whether 
you are inside or outside the kingdom? How can you be sure? (v.18-30) 

- Friday, 14:1-24: What does this passage teach you about the differences between kingdom values 
vs. social values? How do things like customs and status get in the way of loving others? (v.1-14) 

In this parable, who are the invited guests? Why don’t they come? What happens to them? Who 
eventually comes? One what basis is one invited? What does this parable teach about the kingdom? 
From your experience, what excuses do people make to avoid God’s “banquet?” What can you say 
or do to help people overcome their hesitation? (v.15-24) 

- Saturday, 14:25-35: What is Jesus saying about family? What does he mean by “hate?” When did 
you realize that following Jesus was costly? How so? Is it worth it? What keeps you going? (v.25-35) 

 

  



Old Testament: Judges 1-21 

 

- Monday, 1-3: Within the redemptive purpose and progressive revelation of God and his Prince of 
Peace, how do you account for the mutilation of POWs (v.6-7)? The annihilation of whole cities 
(v.17)? The enslavement of their neighbors (v.28)? Who recently has been a “Caleb,” doing a special 
favor for you? To whom might God be calling you to be a “Caleb?” (1:1-36) 

Why has Israel disobeyed God? How do you see God’s treatment of Israel: Too harsh? Too soft? Just 
right? (2:1-5) 

What does this passage reveal about the justice and mercy of God? Why do you suppose the people 
did not listen to their assigned leaders (the judges)? In what one way are you unlike your parents? 
How are you like them? How do you feel about the difference and the similarity? Where have you 
been unable to learn from the past, and thus you find yourself repeating the same mistake? (2:6-3:6) 

This is the first of five major accounts of national deliverers, all of which are meant to sicken the 
reader as well as celebrate Israel’s deliverance. Which details of this story make you sick? Which 
make you celebrate? Where in your life would you like to experience God answering one of your 
cries today? If you were to “blow a trumpet” in gratitude for something God has done for you 
recently, what would it be? (3:12-31) 

- Tuesday, 4-5: What familiar cycle is repeated here? (v.4:1-3) Share a time in your life when you may 
have had a keen sense of God’s timing (as does Deborah). How does such foresight differ from the 
gift of prophecy? Where is your life do you wish you possessed Deborah’s certainty and confidence? 
(4:1-24) 

What is the purpose and occasion for this psalm of praise (5:1-9)? What is your favorite lyric or 
major theme in this song? (5:1-31) 

- Wednesday, 6-9: In the seven years prior to Gideon coming to save the day, what is the situation in 
Israel? Sound familiar? Why? This time how are the people responding? How well do you suppose 
the prophets message went over with Israel (6:7-10)? Why does Gideon object to being chosen 
(6:15): Lack of faith in himself? Or in God? Or in his teammates? How do you account for Gideon’s 
newfound courage and name-change? What role does the Holy Spirit play in this story (6:34)? One 
time Gideon is so sure of God (6:22,24,27); the next moment he is so unsure (6:13,15,17,27,36,39). 
How are you like Gideon in this regard? Where are you uncertain, afraid or overly cautious of God’s 
call to you right now? (6:1-40) 

Why did God want to reduce the size of Gideon’s army? How would you feel when God says, “You 
have too many men. Send some home.” What was God trying to teach Gideon? In your life, when 
has God used one of your weaknesses or failures to help someone else? Where are you feeling 
outnumbered or needing immediate intervention from God? Does God still speak to us in dreams, or 
is this a thing of the past? Explain. (7:1-25) 

What do you think such detours and criticisms were doing to the “insides” of Gideon? How could 
Gideon resist the Israelites’ invitation to rule the place of God (8:27)? On a scale of 1-10, what marks 
would you give yourself in handling criticism? What marks would others give you? What would you 
like to do differently about this, if anything? (8:1-27) 

Gideon’s people soon forgot God. What can you and your group do to help ensure that does not 
happen to you? (8:28-35) 

In contrast to Gideon, how is Abimelech the antithesis of what God appointed the judges to be? 
What did the two stand for? What did they each oppose? What was the resulting effect on the 



people? Where in your life is God calling you to be a “Jotham” and to stand up to an “Abimelech?” 
What might frighten you about that assignment? (9:1-57) 

- Thursday, 10-12: What do the stories of minor judges Tola and Jair add to your understanding of the 
events in this book? Why is Israel repeating the same mistakes? What does this have to do with the 
overall theme of Judges (see 21:25)? Who is someone you are having difficulty forgiving? Why is 
that? Who is having difficulty forgiving you? Why do you think that is? (10:1-18) 

What do we learn here about Jephthah’s upbringing (11:1-3)? How might that have affected him? 
What is the purpose of this story about Jephthah and his daughter? What is so crucial about keeping 
one’s vow to the Lord? What is so detestable about human sacrifice? How has your opinion of 
Jephthah changed by the end of chapter 11? Jephthah’s story can be summed up in four words – 
rejection, vindication, victory, and heartache. Which of these words touch upon stages in your life 
right now? What did God see in Jephthah that others found hard to see? What does God see in you 
that others might miss on first meeting you? (11:1-40) 

Of the three men, who stands out? Why? What is to be praised or questioned here? If you could 
choose three things about which you would like to be remembered, what would they be? (12:8-15) 

- Friday, 13-17: What parallels do you see between Samson’s birth and that of Isaac, Samuel, John the 
Baptist, and Jesus? What do you make of that? What three vows does the Nazirite make in Numbers 
6:1-21? What does this chapter teach you about the nature and ministry of angels? Who was the 
calming, level-headed force in your family when you were a child? And now? Who was the spiritually 
devout influence then? Now? (13:1-25) 

From this picture so far, how do you assess Samson as a Nazirite (on a scale of 1-10)? As the chapter 
ends, do you get the sense that Samson is “a man of God?” A man for all seasons? Or a man out of 
control? Why? In your life, where would you like to experience more self-control? What would you 
do over, if you could? What good has God brought out of that occasion, after all? What comfort has 
he brought you in that? (14:1-20) 

Samson says, “This time I have a right to get even” (15:3). Is this true or false? What does that imply 
about his previous action? Is revenge ever a “right?” Explain. What does Samson’s prayer, God’s 
response, and Samson’s long term in office tell you about their relationship (15:18-20)? (15:1-20) 

What did Delilah and Samson have going for them as a couple? What was working against them? 
What are some possible reasons why Samson did not answer Delilah truthfully until well after her 
fourth query? Why did he finally give in? Every strength has its flip side. While Samson had obvious 
physical strength, what strength was he lacking? What strength are you lacking? What positively 
affects your spiritual strength? What is draining it? How can you small group add and not subtract 
from that strength? (16:1-22) 

What is the object lesson in Samson’s prayer life? In his moral life? In his death (16:30)? Why would 
God use such a man as this? Like Samson, if you could pray for but one thing to happen, what would 
that be? Pray as a group. (16:23-31) 

Why did Micah confess what he had done? What was the spiritual climate of the times? What 
modern parallels does this bring to mind? What bottom line assumption is Micah operating under? 
Is that true or false? (17:1-13) 

- Saturday, 18-21: Why would Danites want his religious paraphernalia? What does this tell you about 
the spiritual maturity of the Danites? How does this relate to the theme of Judges in 21:25? What 
future of the tribe of Dan would you forecast based on the presence and persistence of such 
idolatry? What is the purpose of this chapter? How is it related to chapter 17? What is the object 
lesson here? If it were cut out of the book, what would we miss? List some of your prized 



possessions. Which, if any, might you be holding too tightly? Which may be hindering your 
relationship with God? What difference has the presence or absence of a divine King made in your 
life? (18:1-31) 

This is Sodom and Gomorrah revisited! Compare and contrast what happens here to Genesis 19. 
What do you make of the frightening parallels? (19:1-30) 

When did the Israelites involve God in this process – before, or after, they had decided to attack 
Benjamin? Whose side is God on? How do you think this civil war affected God? What point is God 
trying to make in allowing the Israelites to fail in their first two attacks? How do the Israelites 
respond to their initial failures? Are they learning their lesson, or storing up more vengeance? How 
can you tell? Where in your life does God seem to be less than willing to answer a prayer in the way 
you want it answered? Why God says, “Wait” or “Maybe” or “No,” how do you handle that? (20:1-
48) 

What has triggered second thoughts for Israel? Why are they warring one moment, vowing another, 
and weeping the next? What does this tell you about the fickleness of human nature? The 
foolishness of way? The seriousness of vows? And the bonds of the covenant? What bottom-line 
slogan sums up your understanding of the book of Judges? Where do you feel judged by the object 
lesson? Where do you feel encouraged by the Judge who delivers his people every time? (21:1-25) 

 


