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“But the seed planted in the good earth represents 
those who hear the Word, embrace it, and produce 
a harvest beyond their wildest dreams.” Mark 4:20
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Future Facility Questions 
Q: Isn’t Hope big enough already? Why do we 
need to continue to spend money on a building? 
A: Big enough for us, or God? This is God’s church, 
not ours or yours. We don’t have the authority to 
stop the expansion of God’s kingdom. God has 
blessed this church with phenomenal growth. This 
has happened by the grace of God and because of 
your deep commitment to mission. We’re continually 
impressed by your willingness as a church to be 
faithful “farmers” of the harvest God provides (Luke 
10:2). 

The mission of Lutheran Church of Hope is to “reach 
out to the world around us and share the everlasting 
love of Jesus Christ.” 

For Hope, the goal has never been about growing 
this congregation to a certain size – it has always 
been to remain faithful to God’s mission and expand 
his Kingdom! 

Make no mistake, the temptation exists to slow the 
growth or develop an attitude of trying to control it, 
or look at a blessing from God and call it a burden. 
But, your enthusiasm, joy and ability to adapt has 
remained constant as Hope continues to grow – and 
that’s impressive! You have avoided the temptation 
to develop a complaining spirit or a grumpy heart. 
You have sacrificed your personal preferences (and 
many times your comfort) for the sake of mission, 
making room for more people to come and hear 
the life-changing good news of Jesus Christ. You 
understand and faithfully embrace the biblical 
definition of what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
(“servant” not “consumer”). You realize it’s not 
an acceptable or faithful option for a church that 
considers Christian mission a top priority to “shut 
our doors” or put a “no vacancy” sign on our front 
door. You are a faithful church, after God’s own heart! 

 
Q: Is Hope Des Moines growing? What is the 
primary motivation for this new project? 
A: Yes, praise God! Outreach Magazine, a national 
publication, recently featured Lutheran Church of 
Hope as one of the 100 largest congregations of any 
denomination in the country. At Hope, we’ve always 
looked at growth in terms of deep and wide. Deep in 
our love, in our discipleship, in our ability to look more 
and more like a healthy, mature family of God. Wide in 
the number of people we’re reaching with our various 
services, classes and outreach. 

Hope Des Moines has grown tremendously (by 79% 
in worship attendance over the past four years, as 
well as through numerous new ministries). In the last 
four years, children’s ministry has more than doubled, 
student ministry began and is thriving, and the number 
of adults in groups and classes has tripled! 

Because of this continued growth, we are experiencing 
growing pains (which we celebrate!) in terms of 
worship space as well as classroom space. All of our 
classrooms are used for our growing preschool during 
the week, adult classes, outreach ministries, and our 
HopeKids ministry on the weekends. The loft area that 
is designed to hold approximately 70 people hosts 
more than 150 guests for our Breakfast Club ministry 
each Sunday, offering a life-changing community where 
dozens have come to faith, joined the church, or found 
healing from addictions. 

Currently, every day and night of the week is full with 
ministry, enabling us to only host one or two events 
or groups simultaneously. This also results in dozens 
of weekly room change-overs and set-ups, taking 
important staff hours away from relational ministry. 
The reality is we have a beautiful, strategic location in 
the heart of the city, but without an option to expand, 
we would be land-locked moving into the future 
with a growing, dynamic church. When you look at 

Building 2 a Hope Beyond Questions & Answers Guide
This booklet provides answers to a number of questions you might be asking regarding the Building 2 a 
Hope Beyond giving campaign. Please know we care about each and every one of your questions, and 
we thank you for already taking the first step to learn more about Lutheran Church of Hope and this giving 
campaign by reading this Q&A. If you have any further questions that weren’t addressed in this booklet, 
please don’t hesitate to contact Pastor Jon at 515-282-4481 or info@hopedesmoines.org.
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these realities, it’s easy to see that our current space, 
although sufficient at the time we moved in, is an 
obstacle to carrying out and expanding the mission 
God has given us as a church in the future.

Simply put, we’re on a mission! God has called Hope 
to “reach out to the world around us and share the 
everlasting love of Jesus Christ.” Throughout the 
history of Hope, we have proven a building is not 
necessary to carry out that mission, but it can sure 
help! 
 
Q: Have we explored other options to facility 
expansion including rental space or an addition 
onto our current facility?  
A: Yes, a team of staff and key volunteers from Hope 
have been exploring options for future growth for 
the past few years. Options to lease a space that is 
within proximity to our current location would cost 
between $50,000-$60,000/month, which is money 
we could be putting into a facility that we could own 
and invest in long-term. Building a new addition at 
this time has been budgeted at costing anywhere 
between 3-4 times the amount of a renovation 
project for a similar size space. In summary, the 
Willis & Moore building that we are looking to 
purchase is a highly-sought-after piece of property 
in a downtown corridor where parking is hard to 
find. Not pursuing the building now would almost 
certainly mean it would be purchased by another 
entity, putting us in a bind for future space. Gaining 
more space by purchasing and renovating this 
facility is the most fiscally-responsible, accessible, 
and viable space around us to expand our campus 
and not be land-locked moving into the future.

 
Q: Isn’t the vision of Hope Des Moines to be a 
church focused on outreach and serving those in 
need? Why are we spending so much on a facility 
when we could give it directly to those in need?  
A: Lutheran Church of Hope has always been 
a “both-and” church, meaning we believe in 
evangelism and discipleship as biblical mandates 
from God. Growing deep and wide. Serving locally 
and globally. Why? Because Jesus was passionate 
about both! Because Scripture gives countless 
examples of not only financial or material poverty, 
but spiritual, emotional and relational poverty as 

well. We know meeting needs can happen many 
different ways, while still being faithful to God’s 
heart. Having a giving campaign and remodeling a 
building has not, and will never come at the expense 
of giving to those in need. Hope Des Moines 
currently tithes the biblical example of 10 percent 
(projected at $60,000 this fiscal year) of its annual 
budget to dozens of ministries and outreach efforts 
throughout the city. 
 
This giving will absolutely continue, as well as the 
dozens of weekly and monthly service opportunities 
we currently do as a church. Having an additional 
facility actually allows us to meet many more needs 
in the city both short-term, through outreach events, 
counseling, and support groups, AND long-term, 
through community, discipleship and leadership 
development, to help those in need find victory, 
take ownership, and create sustainable habits and 
lifestyle choices. By giving to a local church, you are 
supporting the development and discipleship of 
members just like yourself who have started dozens 
of local ministries that create powerful change, 
including Freedom for Youth, Meals from the 
Heartland, Ruth Harbor and more! 
 
Q: What will the new facility be used for 
primarily?  
A: The lower level of the facility will feature a servery 
or full kitchen and multi-purpose gathering area 
that can seat up to 160 people for table seating, 
and even more in auditorium style seating. This will 
provide a much-needed upgrade over our current 
dining/fellowship area in The Loft, which is designed 
to seat only around 60-70 guests comfortably. The 
commons area will most likely be the new home 
for our growing Breakfast Club Ministry on Sunday 
mornings, allowing a longer, more expansive 
breakfast time with the ability to invite the entire 
Hope Des Moines community, further breaking 
down any socio-economic barriers to relationship, 
and provide a loving, Christ-centered community to 
those who are hurting, broken, and hungry. 
 
Instead of multiple change-overs of our Worship 
Center every week for other programming, the 
commons area will also provide an ideal space 
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for our larger classes such as Alpha and CORE, 
Marriage ministry, our fast-growing Student Ministry 
(PowerLife and Ignition), and the future addition of 
Celebrate Recovery, for those recovering from life’s 
hurts, habits, and hang-ups.  
 
The commons area will also provide an ideal space 
for hosting community, nonprofit, and missions 
partners looking to use a public space for their 
event, creating an excellent outreach opportunity. 
Currently we are only able to open our facility to 
the public on a limited basis because of existing 
programming filling the calendar. 
 
Just off the commons area will be several large 
classrooms (including a dedicated design studio 
for our growing creative arts team) enabling us to 
host multiple groups or classes on the same night of 
the week, including the ability to offer adult classes 
simultaneous to student ministry—a great way for 
families to grow together! 
 
We’re also excited to offer our building to the 
community as a central meeting spot for groups, 
activities, or just connecting with a friend—all at a 
local church! Currently with a booming preschool, 
we are unable to provide any of our space to the 
community during the week. A dedicated coffee 
shop/café area will be designed to serve groups and 
classes, but also have the potential of being open to 
the public during the week as an outreach and job 
training site for youth or those seeking a fresh start 
at life. 
 
Finally, with a staff that has more than doubled 
in four years, we’re planning a professional 
conference room, peaceful meeting rooms for care 
and counseling for those in need, and creative 
workspace for our staff to best equip our hundreds 
of volunteer leaders during the week.  
 
Q: Will children’s ministry or nursery be located in 
the new facility? 
A: Not at the current time. However, with our 
growing children’s ministries, we will design the new 
facility with children and families in mind. If we’re 
able to add a connecting structure between the 

buildings at some point, then we would consider 
moving children’s ministry to the new building, but 
only if parents and children are under one roof and 
there is a safe, accessible connecting point. 
 
Q: Why aren’t we adding on to the Worship 
Center with this project? 
A: Although we won’t be moving our Worship 
Center at this time, a part of the dream goal for this 
project is funds to allow us to take down a large 
storage wall in our current Worship Center which 
would open up much needed space for our growing 
services, adding approximately 40 more seats at 
each of our weekend services. While our 9:15 am 
service on Sundays is regularly in overflow, we still 
have room for more guests at our 11:00 am and 5:00 
pm services specifically, especially with the addition 
this past year of seating in the Loft, which provides 
another 30 seats. Our staff and leaders are currently 
dreaming and planning for what another weekend 
or weekday service time might look like to meet the 
changing schedules and needs of our community. 
Rest assured, we will continue to think of creative 
ways to make more space for you to keep inviting 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers! However, one of 
the main reasons for this addition as a discipleship 
and outreach center, is that even our current worship 
growth has spilled over into growing ministries, 
groups, and classes that our current facility cannot 
adequately support. Simply put, it’s significantly 
more cost-effective to add services than a full 
remodel of our Worship Center at this time. Future 
campaigns may address the size of our Worship 
Center as we continue to grow! 
 
Q: Will we be connecting the two buildings at 
some point in the future? 
A: Although that is our long-term desire, there are 
a number of factors that we’re exploring to make 
that possible, including purchasing our portion 
of the alley that runs behind our building. Some 
details must be worked through with the City of Des 
Moines, others with our neighbors, and finally having 
the finances available to build a new connecting 
addition. Connecting the buildings whether on a 
lower-level or future upper level/walk-way addition 
remains a strong possibility in the future.
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Giving Campaign Questions  
 
Q: What is a giving campaign?  
A: A giving campaign is an effective tool God has 
used in the past to inspire us to grow spiritually and 
expand the church’s facilities physically. These giving 
campaigns have resulted in seasons of phenomenal 
growth and joy. A giving campaign at Hope always 
includes intensive prayer and Bible study; cheerful 
and faithful giving; intentional fellowship; and 
inspirational worship. It’s a good time to be the 
church! (1 Corinthians 13:13; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 
9:7; Luke 12:33-34, 48)  
 
Q: If we need to build and do a giving campaign, 
then why aren’t we hiring a professional 
fundraiser, like a lot of other churches do?  
A: Our experience at Hope has taught us that we 
very much prefer homemade giving campaigns 
rather than attempting to adapt a fundraising 
company’s methods to our context. Plus, we’re 
saving about $100,000 by doing it ourselves.  
 
Q: Are we doing this giving campaign because 
we are in some kind of trouble financially?  
A: No. And, the leadership at Hope is not going 
to sound a false alarm as a fundraising gimmick 
to try and get you to give more. Financially, Hope 
Des Moines is doing well, praise God! We meet 
the budgetary goals, pay our bills and compensate 
staff fairly (based on a salary survey of thousands 
of churches). Large projects like this require giving 
above and beyond general fund giving so as to not 
sacrifice the ongoing ministry of the church. 
 
Q: Isn’t a giving campaign just a sneaky way of 
doing a fundraiser, but calling it something else?  
A: Actually, there’s a significant difference: Fundraisers 
typically include established methods, sales or 
gimmicks to encourage people to give more, offering 
recognition and/or rewards for those who do. That’s 
appropriate for a non-profit organization trying to raise 
money, but not for a church trying to teach people a 
Bible-based model for giving as a matter of faith and 
spiritual discipline.  
 
Giving campaigns at Hope do not include pressure 

tactics or gimmicks. You won’t get your name engraved 
on a plaque if you give a lot of money. We give 
offerings at church for God’s glory, not our own. During 
Building 2 a Hope Beyond, you’ll simply will be asked 
to pray about what God wants to do through you to 
accomplish his will for this church. Then, you will be 
invited to trust God enough to take a leap of faith and 
give whatever he lays on your heart to give ... not to be 
recognized or honored by other people, but to honor 
God!  
 
Q: Does Hope Des Moines receive any funding 
from Hope West Des Moines?  
A: No. Since early on in our history, Hope Des 
Moines has been financially sustainable and 
independent as a campus in our general fund and 
building projects. 
 
Q: Can I still give towards Building 2 a Hope 
Beyond for Hope Des Moines if I worship at 
another Hope campus?  
A: Absolutely. Wherever you worship, you can 
indicate Building 2 a Hope Beyond OR Des Moines 
campus building fund on a check or through online 
giving at hopedesmoines.org/give. 
 
Q: Do all of the opportunities to give to Hope 
through various assets apply to the Des Moines 
campus building fund?  
A: Yes! For more information, refer to the Bible-
Based Giving handout in your packet. 
 
Q: How many volunteers will it take to make this 
giving campaign work?  
A: A campaign leadership team of approximately 50 
volunteers just like you has been working behind the 
scenes for over a month to prepare for this exciting 
season for our church! They are all volunteers, just 
like you, who are passionate about what God is 
doing at Hope!  
 
In addition, similar to our first building project, there 
will be many ways to get involved if we are able to 
purchase and renovate the new facility including 
workdays, projects, and design, among many other 
volunteer opportunities. Stay tuned!
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Q: How does a giving campaign work? What 
should I expect?  
A: You can expect to be surprised if you’re preparing 
for a high-pressure, slick and polished effort to get 
you to part with more money than you really want to 
give! 

It’s a pretty simple process ... there are basically four 
stages of Building 2 A Hope Beyond. 

1. Neighborhood Open Houses: You will be invited 
to a Neighborhood Open House. Now, before you 
run away screaming, rest assured these have nothing 
to do with making a sales pitch. Neighborhood 
Open House hosts and Building 2 a Hope Beyond 
volunteers are not allowed to ask for money, or even 
talk about how much a person should give during a 
home visit. 

During Building 2 a Hope Beyond, we want to 
provide opportunities for you to get together with 
other people from Hope! We’ll invite you to come 
to an Open House hosted by someone from Hope 
Des Moines who lives relatively close to you. You’ll 
meet people from your neighborhood who are part 
of your church, and you may or may not have even 
known it! You’ll watch a video where we will explain 
why we are doing the campaign and walk you 
through campaign materials. 

After the video, volunteers from the Building 2 a 
Hope Beyond campaign team will be on hand to 
answer any questions you might have. 

That’s it! Simple. Easy. Fun. Painless. Meet some 
people, share some stories, watch a video and get 
some questions answered. 

2. Building 2 a Hope Beyond Worship, Prayer and 
Bible Study: The Christian fundamentals of prayer 
and getting into God’s Word through worship, 
study, prayer and daily devotions will serve as the 
foundation of the campaign. You’ll be hearing much 
more about this most important stage of the process 
as we go!

3. Building 2 A Hope Beyond Offering: At the 
weekend services on Nov. 17 & 18 (the weekend 
before Thanksgiving), we’ll thank God for Hope, 
and we’ll give offerings to him with thankful and 
joy-filled hearts, responding to his call through a 
one-time special offering and/or a three-year giving 

commitment from 2019-2021.

4. Building 2 a Hope Beyond Thanksgiving Meal 
and Worship Night: We’re planning a big all-church 
party on Wednesday, Nov. 21 from 6:00-8:00 pm. Not 
only will we enjoy a potluck Thanksgiving meal (feel 
free to bring a side or dessert to share), but we’ll 
celebrate what God has done during the campaign 
and worship together before Thanksgiving. It’s just 
an all-out, Spirit-filled party with your church family 
(there’s a time for everything, including “laughter” – 
Ecclesiastes 3:4)!

Q: If it’s that simple, then why not just tell us 
what we need and see what happens? Why 
bother with all the work it takes to put together 
a giving campaign?  
A: There are times we’ve wondered the same thing! 
However, the truth is, that while telling people what 
we need financially might be enough to accomplish 
our giving goals, it would not allow us to fulfill 
our gathering and growing goals. It is our sincere 
hope that in the process of this faith journey called 
Building 2 a Hope Beyond that you will learn to give 
cheerfully and connect in a deeper way to God, to 
one another and to the vision God has so clearly laid 
before us as a church. These gathering and growing 
goals are as important as the giving goals, and they 
won’t happen unless we set aside several weeks to 
get it done. 

 
Q: What’s the significance of the giving campaign 
theme: Building 2 a Hope Beyond?  
A: There’s a song we sing at worship called 
“Overcome.” It begins with these lyrics: 

“Now the darkness fades, into new beginnings, as 
we lift our eyes to a hope beyond.” 

Think about what that means for you? A hope 
beyond what? Your current realities? Your 
generation? Your life? All of the above? 

Paul prays for the Ephesians this way: Now to Him 
who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works within us, to Him be the glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and 
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ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21 

Any time there’s a giving campaign, part of what we 
are asking you to do is think beyond yourself. Sure, 
there will be benefits to what we build that you will 
enjoy. But the hope is that what we build will outlast 
us. What we build will make a difference and leave 
an impact on lives beyond our generation. Each 
generation should set its hope anew on God. Psalm 
78:7. It’s exciting to think of the stories we will hear 
from people in five, 10, even 50 years from now who 
say, “I’m glad someone was thinking of us in 2018!” 

Building 2 a Hope Beyond is a God thing, a holy 
cause and the opportunity of our lifetime to let God 
build his church through us! Connecting you to the 
clear vision God has provided for Hope is the purpose 
of this campaign. We want you to see the vision for 
Hope, and then pray about what God might want to 
do through you to accomplish his will for this church. 

So Building 2 a Hope Beyond is more than just a 
title ... it’s who God wants us to be as a campus of 
Lutheran Church of Hope: a church that reaches 
out beyond the walls of this building and shares the 
everlasting love of Jesus Christ to current and future 
generations. 

Q: What are the financial goals for Building 2 a 
Hope Beyond?  
A: Here’s a closer look at the actual numbers, as well 
as how much we can build at three different levels of 
giving. 

DISCIPLESHIP AND OUTREACH CENTER 
VICTORY GOAL: $800,000 
The victory goal would allow us to finance the 
purchase of the facility ($500,000) and allow for basic 
renovations of exterior masonry work, and base-level 
remodel to get the building accessible for storage 
only. This goal would also provide funds for much 
needed renovations in our current facility including 
removing a storage wall to add worship seating, and a 
new permanent stage and walls in our Worship Center 
to replace temporary staging that is both showing 
wear and a challenge for accessibility. 
 

DREAM GOAL: $1,200,000  
The dream goal would allow us to not only 
purchase the new facility, but make all the necessary 
improvements and remodeling to make both 
levels fully accessible and functioning, meeting all 
necessary codes. This would include the addition 
of a playground for our children’s ministries and 
preschool, complete exterior painting and design 
with the Hope logo, landscaping, and a new, large 
entry, vestibule, and small lobby. The lower-level 
would include a new, large multi-purpose room with 
seating for up to 150 people at tables and even more 
in auditorium-style seating. The lower-level would 
also feature a basic servery for meals, several more 
classrooms, an art studio, and café for ministry groups 
to meet and connect. The upper level would include 
a conference room, peaceful meeting rooms for 
care and counseling for those in need, and creative 
workspace for our growing staff. 
 
MIRACLE GOAL: $1,600,000 
This goal would accomplish all of the above, plus…
the ability to build a full-sized, cooking kitchen, add 
production equipment to live-stream events from 
around the world for community events, worship from 
other Hope campuses or simulcast from our existing 
site to accommodate overflow crowds. This goal 
would also allow a full remodel of the Café Hope area 
to possibly be open to the public during the week, 
create the structural support to add a second-story 
addition to connect to our existing building in the 
future, or build a roof-top patio for the coffee shop, 
host live music events, concerts, or outdoor worship. 

 
Q: Is a goal of $1-1.6 million over three years 
realistic for our campus?  
A: Five years ago, we were half the size as a church 
that we are now, and the giving campaign total was 
just over $830,000. In 2013, the annual budget was 
$246,000. At the September annual meeting we 
approved a $599,000 budget. So we’ve more than 
doubled our general fund giving. Still, we know it’s 
a matter of faith. The numbers don’t make a lot of 
sense apart from faith. However, we have grown 
“deeper and wider” over the past five years. As we 
mature in faith, we generally give more. Additionally, 
there are about twice as many people at Hope Des 
Moines as there were five years ago. With God, all 
things are possible (Luke 1:37)! 



Q & A  |  Building 2 a Hope Beyond  |  9

Q: That’s great, you’re supposed to have faith. 
But seriously, what happens if we don’t reach the 
$800,000 “Victory Goal”?  
A: No problem. Really. Even if we don’t reach our 
financial goals, we’ll still have plenty to celebrate, 
and we’ll be a stronger church having embarked on 
this journey! So, it’s really not worth worrying about. 
Let’s trust God to lead us wherever we need to go 
(Luke 12:22-34). Also, because of your generous 
giving to pay down our existing debt the past three 
years, we are in a very healthy financial situation 
to take on some additional debt in order to start 
renovations as well. We will do this responsibly, and 
with the accountability of maximum debt of 2.5 
million that was approved at our congregational 
meeting. However, the more up-front gifts given 
during the campaign, the less debt we will need to 
take on, setting us up for financial freedom sooner, 
and allowing us to give more general fund money to 
outreach and ministry. 
 
Q: Why don’t we pay off the current debt before 
adding a second facility?  
A: That’s a good question – and the Bible teaches it 
is not God’s will for any of us to become smothered 
in debt. But, we aren’t and we won’t be. We have a 
very conservative view of the amount of debt we will 
carry. Additionally, the building and the land become 
assets, so we are not putting the church in financial 
jeopardy by building. 

What’s more, waiting to build will no doubt slow the 
growth of this church – and at some point very soon, 
it just would not be physically possible to continue 
to grow. For the sake of mission, then, there is a 
genuine need to build as soon as possible. 
 
Q: What about our regular offerings? Do we stop 
giving those so we can give to the Building 2 a 
Hope Beyond fund?  
A: Only if God directs you to do that. But, the 
ongoing ministries of this church need to be funded 
in order to go on, so please prayerfully consider your 
giving to the general fund of the church in addition 
to and separate from the new Building 2 a Hope 
Beyond fund. We don’t want to sacrifice one fund for 
the sake of another. 

Q: Could any of the money I give to Building 2 
a Hope Beyond ever be used for the church’s 
General Fund expenses?  
A: No. The church has a policy on this issue. Every 
penny you give to Building 2 a Hope Beyond will go 
to the fund you have designated. None of what you 
give to Building 2 a Hope Beyond can ever be used 
for general fund ministry expenses. 
 
Q: How do I make my offering to Building 2 a 
Hope Beyond? 
A: We’re asking you to pray about giving both ways 
– a one-time cash offering and a one year financial 
commitment to be given in weekly or monthly 
payments. Then, add those two offerings together 
on the Commitment Card and bring to worship the 
weekend of Nov. 17-18. Gifts may also be made 
online at hopedesmoines.org/give, mailed to, or 
dropped off at the church office (1821 Ingersoll) any 
time. If you have questions about online giving, or 
other forms of gifts, please call 515-282-4481.  
 
Q: Why are children being asked to participate in 
this offering? 
A: Children are not just the future of the church, 
they are a big part of the church right now. We want 
them to participate so they can experience the joy of 
cheerful giving! Not to mention they’ll learn biblical, 
life-long lessons about generosity during HopeKids 
on weekends, and hopefully your discussions at 
home. That’s why we’ll be collecting money during 
HopeKids each week of the campaign and they’ll 
be invited to participate in the processional offering 
with the entire congregation the Commitment 
Weekend. Just like the grown-ups, this is a guilt-free, 
pressure-free opportunity. 
 
Q: What if I don’t have any money to give? 
Should I give my last dollar to the church in order 
to prove my faith? 
A: Absolutely not. The church has a responsibility not 
to take your last coins (Luke 21:1-4 is one of the most 
misinterpreted texts in the Bible, and we’ll do some 
teaching on that during this campaign). There are 
plenty of ways to give to the church with the other 
resources God has given you. The manner in which 
you give is more important than the amount. No one 
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will pressure you to give more than you are spiritually 
prepared to give. No one will be counting your 
offering at the altar. Your offering is a holy thing and 
an act of worship between you and God, whether it is 
your treasure, your time or your talent you are giving 
to God’s church. 
 
Q: If I don’t have much to give, how can I feel a 
part of this campaign? 
A: This campaign is an opportunity to discover the 
spiritual discipline of tithing (see next question), 
or at least to start taking steps in that direction. If 
you’re not giving to the church, try 1 or 2 percent. 
If you’re tithing 5 percent, try 10 percent. This is a 
faith practice, just like prayer and worship. We do 
encourage you to give responsibly. We offer Financial 
Peace University on a regular basis to help you learn 
biblical ways of handling your finances. 

In addition to financial gifts, God also encourages 
us to give of our time and talents. Maybe God has 
blessed you with a flexible schedule to donate 
service hours to the church. Maybe God has gifted 
you with skills in construction, administration, 
or organization. We’ll be looking for all kinds of 
volunteer help if we’re able to renovate the building, 
so contact us and let us know how you’d like to help! 
 
Q: I thought the Bible commanded “tithing?” 
Should I base my giving on that? 
A: Tithing – setting aside the first 10 percent of our 
income for God – is a biblical guideline for giving, 
introduced in the Old Testament (Leviticus 27:30), 
and lifted up by Jesus as something good to do 
(Luke 11:42). Yet, in that same verse, Jesus insists 
that tithing as a religious action apart from love and 
justice is incomplete. Jesus wants us to give more 
than our tithes – he wants our hearts, and reminds 
us that our hearts and treasures hang out together 
(Matthew 6:20-21). He wants to set us free from living 
for things that won’t last, and invest in eternal things. 
Biblically speaking, then, tithing is not a litmus test 
for righteous living, nor is it necessarily a maximum 
offering for believers (Luke 12:48, Luke 19:8). It is a 
biblical guideline that many Christians apply as we 
seek to live out a life filled with freedom, peace and 
joy – even when it comes to money. In this way, we 
ask that you give to Building 2 a Hope Beyond as 
God leads you, in addition to your regular tithe. 

Q: If I already make a reoccurring monthly gift to 
Building Hope Together, what happens to that money? 
A: Hope Des Moines only has one building fund, and one 
line of building debt – the Hope Des Moines Building 
Fund. As of Nov. 2018, we combined our Building Hope 
Together debt with the new Building 2 a Hope Beyond 
debt. Therefore, anything given to the Hope Des Moines 
building fund automatically started going to the Building 2 
a Hope Beyond campaign. If you already give to the Hope 
Des Moines building fund as a part of your monthly tithe, 
you will only need to make an adjustment online if you 
alter the amount you would like to give and/or in Jan. 2019 
to begin your commitment for the new giving year. 
 
Q: OK, so what’s the bottom-line. How much  
should I give?  
A: Sorry, but we won’t tell you what to give, because 
we don’t know the answer. Only God does. We’re not 
even going to suggest an amount. And, we hope you 
don’t decide what to give based on some reasonable 
calculation, factoring in what you gave last time plus or 
minus an income change. Nor some other formula for 
coming up with a number that has nothing to do with what 
God wants; we want you to discover the joy and freedom 
of giving God’s way … and that won’t happen if you let a 
human being tell you what to give. 

Q: So how am I supposed to know what to give?  
A: It’s not complicated. It’s a matter of faith … God’s 
revelation, not human reason! 

STEP #1: PRAY. Ask God this simple question: “What do 
you want to do through me to accomplish your will for this 
church?” 

STEP #2: LISTEN TO GOD. Keep asking until you “hear” 
God’s answer. If you don’t get anything – in other words, if 
you don’t get a pretty strong indication in your heart, soul, 
or mind as you pray each day throughout this campaign 
– then quiet your life until you can. Be still. Listen. God will 
write a number on your heart, soul, or mind (Psalm 46:10). 

STEP #3: TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH. Trust God enough 
to do whatever he calls you to do, believing that he will 
provide the means to make it happen (2 Corinthians 
9:6-11). Now you’re giving as a matter of faith – and thus, 
experiencing the joy and freedom of Bible-based giving 
without anyone telling you, other than God, what to give! 
Enjoy the feeling!



1821 Ingersoll Ave.  |  Des Moines  |  (515) 282-4481
hopedesmoines.org


