
April – John 
How to use this study guide: 
This document has been created to help Life Groups at Hope continue to study the weekly messages together. 

Throughout 2019 we’re going through 12 books in 12 months, where each month will focus on a different 

book of the Bible. There will be a new document for each sermon series/book that you can find on our website 

at www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/12books/monthly-study-guides/. 

 

Each week, there will be up to 7 sections to help guide your Life Group’s meeting time. Below is a description 

of each section. 

 

1. PRAY: 
This section is to remind groups to open their time in prayer together. Invite God to join and lead 

your conversation. 

 

2. WATCH: 
This will link to a YouTube video from The Bible Project that will teach you about a book or concept 

from Scripture. The videos are short with a lot of great content for Bible study. 

 

3. READ: 
This the weekly Bible verse aloud together as a group. This is the passage that was focused on in 

that week’s sermon. 

 

4. SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS: 
This is a collection of questions based directly on the Bible passage you read in the previous 

section. Use as many, or as few, as your group wants. They are meant to help guide your 

conversation. 

 

5. SERMON DISCUSS: 
If you want to find questions based on the week’s sermon, click the link in this section to find those. 

Again, these are another resource to help guide conversation. 

 

6. CONTINUED READING: 
This link is a list of the daily Bible readings that Hope puts out every day of the year. If your group 

wants to continue reading Scripture together between meetings, this is a tool you can use to do 

that. 

 

7. MEMORY VERSE:  
Every month, there is a verse from that book of the Bible that has been selected to memorize. This 

section is meant to be a reminder to practice memorizing that verse after you leave your group 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/12books/monthly-study-guides/
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Week 1: Tears in Heaven 
 

WATCH: The Bible Project video (John 1-12) 

 
READ:  

32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a 
deep anger welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled. 34 “Where have 
you put him?” he asked them. 

They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Then Jesus wept. 

- John 11:32-35 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 

you? 

2. What does Mary’s statement in verse 32 say about what she believed about Jesus? What do 

Jesus’ emotions say about his character? Put yourself in Mary’s position. Why is this death 

so significant? What will her life be like from then on? What sort of emotions is she feeling?  

3. Read verses 38-44. What does this say about Jesus’ identity? Why would Jesus have felt the 

emotions he did in verses 33 and 35 if he was going to raise Lazarus from the dead? Why is 

this connection significant? 

4. What does this story tell us about the Kingdom of God that Jesus came to bring? What is 

different about this Kingdom that Jesus brings? Why is this so attractive to people? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me.  

- John 14:6 
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Week 2: Hosanna 
  

READ:  
12 The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept through 
the city. A large crowd of Passover visitors 13 took palm branches and went down 
the road to meet him. They shouted, 

“Praise God!  
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD! 
Hail to the King of Israel!”  

14 Jesus found a young donkey and rode on it, fulfilling the prophecy that said: 

15 “Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem.  
Look, your King is coming, 
    riding on a donkey’s colt.” 

16 His disciples didn’t understand at the time that this was a fulfillment of 
prophecy. But after Jesus entered into his glory, they remembered what had 
happened and realized that these things had been written about him. 

17 Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the tomb, raising him from 
the dead, and they were telling others about it. 18 That was the reason so many 
went out to meet him—because they had heard about this miraculous 
sign.19 Then the Pharisees said to each other, “There’s nothing we can do. Look, 
everyone has gone after him!” 

- John 12:12-19 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 

you? 

2. What is happening in this scene? Why is it important that it happened during Passover? 

What are the Jews celebrating at this time? How does Palm Sunday and Holy Week connect 

to Passover? 

3. Why do you think the news about Jesus swept through the city? Why did the crowds show 

up? What is the significance of the palm branches? What does their response mean? (v. 13) 

Who do they believe Jesus is? 

4. Why was it necessary for Jesus to ride in on a donkey? What does “entered into his glory” 

mean in verse 16? 

  

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me. - John 14:6 
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Week 3: You Raise Me Up 
  

READ:  
11 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and 
looked in. 12 She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the 
other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 “Dear 
woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. 

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.” 

14 She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she 
didn’t recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked 
her. “Who are you looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.” 

16 “Mary!” Jesus said. 

She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 

17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But 
go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” 
Then she gave them his message. 

- John 20:11-18 

 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 

you? 

2. Why was Mary crying in verse 11? Who did she think took Jesus’ body? Put yourself in 

Mary’s position, what are the emotions you would be feeling? Why do you think she didn’t 

recognize Jesus at first? 

3. Why do you think Jesus asked Mary the two questions in verse 15? Why do you think he 

asked the questions instead of just telling her who he was and what happened? What was 

he trying to get out of her? 

4. Look at Jesus’ response in verse 17. What does Jesus mean in this statement? Why was this 

a significant message for Mary to deliver to the other disciples? How do you think they 

would have responded to that message? 

   

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me. - John 14:6  

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 4: Awake My Soul 
  

READ:  
26 Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was 
with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing 
among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. 
Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 

28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. 

29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are 
those who believe without seeing me.” 

30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him 
you will have life by the power of his name. 

- John 20:26-31 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 

you? 

2. Put yourself in the disciples (specifically Thomas’) shoes. What would you think after Jesus 

appeared alive? How easy or difficult would it be to believe that he had risen from the 

dead? What do you think was going through Thomas’ head when he heard about Jesus 

being alive? What do you think he thought when he first saw Jesus? 

3. What does Jesus’ statement in verse 29 mean? What is the connection between seeing and 

believing? 

4. What are verses 30 & 31 telling the reader? Why is this significant? What was the author’s 

purpose in writing the book of John? How does it accomplish that purpose? What is the 

Good News that he is communicating? 

   

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me.  

- John 14:6 
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