
February – 1 Corinthians 

 
How to use this study guide: 
This document has been created to help Life Groups at Hope continue to study the weekly messages together. 

Throughout 2019 we’re going through 12 books in 12 months, where each month will focus on a different 

book of the Bible. There will be a new document for each sermon series/book that you can find on our website 

at lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study. 

 

Each week, there will be 6 or 7 sections to help guide your Life Group’s meeting time. Below is a description of 

each section. 

 

1. PRAY: 
This section is to remind groups to open their time in prayer together. Invite God to join and lead 

your conversation. 

 

2. WATCH: 
This will link to a YouTube video from The Bible Project that will teach you about a book or concept 

from Scripture. The videos are short with a lot of great content for Bible study. 

 

3. READ: 
This the weekly Bible verse aloud together as a group. This is the passage that was focused on in 

that week’s sermon. 

 

4. SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS: 
This is a collection of questions based directly off of the Bible passage you read in the previous 

section. Use as many, or as few, as your group wants. They are meant to help guide your 

conversation. 

 

5. SERMON DISCUSS: 
If you want to find questions based off of the week’s sermon, click the link in this section to find 

those. Again, these are another resource to help guide conversation. 

 

6. CONTINUED READING: 
This link is a list of the daily Bible readings that Hope puts out every day of the year. If your group 

wants to continue reading Scripture together between meetings, this is a tool you can use to do 

that. 

 

7. MEMORY VERSE:  
Every month, there is a verse from that book of the Bible that has been selected to memorize. This 

section is meant to be a reminder to practice memorizing that verse after you leave your group 

meeting. 

  

lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study


Week 1: What We Don’t Know Can Hurt Us  
 

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer.  

 

WATCH: The Bible Project video (1 Corinthians) 

 
READ:  

18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! 
But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God. 19 As the 
Scriptures say, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise 
    and discard the intelligence of the intelligent.”  
20 So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s 
brilliant debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish. 21 Since 
God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through 
human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who 
believe. 22 It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish 
to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom. 23 So when we preach that Christ was 
crucified, the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. 
24 But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 This foolish plan of God is wiser than 
the wisest of human plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of 
human strength. 

- 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. Why does the wisdom of God appear foolish to the world? (v. 18) Have you ever 

experienced this in a conversation with a non-believer? If so, describe that situation. In 

what ways has God made the wisdom of this world look foolish? (v. 20) What is the 

difference between human wisdom and God’s wisdom? 

2. What were the responses of people who Paul preached to? (v. 22-23) Do you ever 

experience these two groups of people today? Have you ever encountered people who are 

offended by the Gospel? What about people who think it’s nonsense? 

3. What is the significance of the wisdom of God? How does humility impact wisdom? Where 

do we gain true wisdom? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 

would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 Corinthians 13:1 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiHf8klCCc4
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/


Week 2: Body by Christ 
 

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer.  

 

READ:  
27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. 28 Here are 
some of the parts God has appointed for the church: 
first are apostles, 
second are prophets, 
third are teachers, 
then those who do miracles, 
those who have the gift of healing, 
those who can help others, 
those who have the gift of leadership, 
those who speak in unknown languages. 
29 Are we all apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we all teachers? Do we all have 
the power to do miracles? 30 Do we all have the gift of healing? Do we all have 
the ability to speak in unknown languages? Do we all have the ability to interpret 
unknown languages? Of course not! 31 So you should earnestly desire the most 
helpful gifts. 
But now let me show you a way of life that is best of all. 

- 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are ways can we be connected, not only to members of Hope, but with Christians 

around the world? What is the significance of the body imagery? (v. 27) How does the 

church act like a body? 

2. Why does Paul list these gifts to his audience? (v. 28) What is he trying to communicate? 

How does this apply to the church today? What does it say about some of the gifts we 

consider more or less important? 

3. What are the gifts that God has given you? Have a discussion with your Life Group about the 

gifts each person brings. How can you use those gifts to glorify God? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 

would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 Corinthians 13:1 

 

  

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/


Week 3: More than a Miracle 
  

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer.  

 

WATCH: The Bible Project video (Word Study: Agape – “Love”) 

 

READ:  
1If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, 
and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I 
had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be 
nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I 
could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It 
does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 
wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth 
wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance. 
8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will 
become useless. But love will last forever! 

- 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. How do the attitudes and outlook in v.4-7 compare with values of the world? How does it 

differ from how the world would define love? 

2. How does this passage connect to the passages from last week (12:27-31) How does the 

end of 12:31 lead in to chapter 13? What does that say about love? What is the greatest gift 

God gives? Why is this significant? 

3. How can you choose to love even when it is difficult? Think about a situation where it is 

difficult to love. What does this passage say about that? What gets in our way of loving 

others? 

  

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 

would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 Corinthians 13:1 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slyevQ1LW7A
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/


Week 4: Religion Without a Resurrection 
  

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer.  

 

READ:  
12 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are 
some of you saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ 
has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is 
useless.15 And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that 
God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection 
of the dead. 16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not 
been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and 
you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in 
Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be 
pitied than anyone in the world. 
20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great 
harvest of all who have died. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What, does Paul argue, would be the consequences if Christ was not raised from the dead? 

Why is faith “useless” if the Messiah has not been raised from the dead? How would you 

explain the centrality of the resurrection to a non-believer? Why is Jesus’ resurrection 

significant? 

2. What are the different resurrections that he mentions? What is the difference between 

them? What is the connection between the two? What does Jesus’ resurrection tell us? 

Who else will be raised? 

3. Focus on verse 17. How does guilt and innocence tie into the resurrection of Jesus? What 

happened to our shame and guilt on the Cross? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide  

 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

MEMORY VERSE: “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 

would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” 1 Corinthians 13:1 
 

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/

