
January – Acts 

 
How to use this study guide: 
This document has been created to help Life Groups at Hope continue to study the weekly messages together. 

Throughout 2019 we’re going through 12 books in 12 months, where each month will focus on a different 

book of the Bible. There will be a new document for each sermon series/book. 

 

Each week, there will be 6 or 7 sections to help guide your Life Group’s meeting time. Below is a description of 

each section. 

 

1. PRAY: 
This section is to remind groups to open their time in prayer together. Invite God to join and lead 

your conversation. 

 

2. WATCH: 
This will link to a YouTube video from The Bible Project that will teach you about a book or concept 

from Scripture. The videos are short with a lot of great content for Bible study. 

 

3. READ: 
This the weekly Bible verse aloud together as a group. This is the passage that was focused on in 

that week’s sermon. 

 

4. SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS: 
This is a collection of questions based directly off of the Bible passage you read in the previous 

section. Use as many, or as few, as your group wants. They are meant to help guide your 

conversation. 

 

5. SERMON DISCUSS: 
If you want to find questions based off of the week’s sermon, click the link in this section to find 

those. Again, these are another resource to help guide conversation. 

 

6. CONTINUED READING: 
This link is a list of the daily Bible readings that Hope puts out every day of the year. If your group 

wants to continue reading Scripture together between meetings, this is a tool you can use to do 

that. 

 

7. MEMORY VERSE:  
Every month, there is a verse from that book of the Bible that has been selected to memorize. This 

section is meant to be a reminder to practice memorizing that verse after you leave your group 

meeting. 

  



Week 1: Tapping into the Power of Life 
 
PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer.  
 
WATCH: The Bible Project video (Acts 1-12) 
 
READ: 

6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time 
come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 
7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, 
and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 
9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and 
they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, 
two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they 
said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from 
you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you 
saw him go!”  

- Acts 1:6-11 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. Describe, in your own words, what is going on in this chapter? What is the author, Luke, 

trying to communicate to his audience? Who is his audience? Why is he writing the book of 
Acts? 

2. What do the disciples think will happen when they receive the Holy Spirit? (v. 6) How do 
their ideas of the Kingdom differ from Jesus’? (v. 7-8) What is the impact of Jesus’ words on 
you? (v. 8) What is the impact of Jesus’ departure? (v. 9) 

3. How would you explain the effects of the resurrection to your non-believing friends? What 
is the significance of what the two white-robed men say? (v. 11) 

  

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

 CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGbNw855ksw
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 2: Cut to the Heart  
  

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer. 
 
READ:  

36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” 
37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, 
and to those far away—all who have been called by the Lord our God.” 40 Then 
Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation!” 
41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church 
that day—about 3,000 in all. 

- Acts 2:36-41 
 
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What is the significance of Peter’s words? (v. 36) Why did they pierce the hearts of those he 

was speaking to? Why does Peter respond in the way he did? (v. 38) 

2. What is the promise that Peter talks about in verse 39? Who is it for? What makes the 

generation crooked? (v. 40) Who were the people that got baptized? How did they change 

from the beginning of the passage to the end? 

3. Read Acts 2:42-47. What happens immediately after Peter’s message? What is different 

about this community that is formed? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

 

  

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 3: The Radical Equality of Christianity 
  

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer. 

 

READ:  
44 Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the message. 45 The Jewish believers who came with Peter were 
amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, 
too.46 For they heard them speaking in other tongues and praising God. 
Then Peter asked, 47 “Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?” 48 So he gave orders for them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with 
them for several days. 

- Acts 10:44-48 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What were the things Peter was saying when the Holy Spirit fell upon his audience? (v.44) 

Why is it significant that the Gentiles were filled with the Holy Spirit too? (v. 45) Who is 

Peter’s message for? 

2. What does baptism do for these early believers? How is baptism significant? What happens 

in baptism? 

3. How is the message of Christianity radical? What was the culture at the time saying about 

equality? What did Jesus say? Who is welcome in the family of God? Why is this significant 

today? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

 CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

 

 

  

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 4: Keeping the Faith in an Anti-Faith World 
 

PRAY: Open your group meeting time in prayer. 

 

WATCH: The Bible Project video (Acts 13-28) 

 
READ:  

4 Each Sabbath found Paul at the synagogue, trying to convince the Jews and 
Greeks alike. 5 And after Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul 
spent all his time preaching the word. He testified to the Jews that Jesus was the 
Messiah. 6 But when they opposed and insulted him, Paul shook the dust from 
his clothes and said, “Your blood is upon your own heads—I am innocent. From 
now on I will go preach to the Gentiles.” 
7 Then he left and went to the home of Titius Justus, a Gentile who worshiped 
God and lived next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the 
synagogue, and everyone in his household believed in the Lord. Many others in 
Corinth also heard Paul, became believers, and were baptized. 
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision and told him, “Don’t be afraid! 
Speak out! Don’t be silent! 10 For I am with you, and no one will attack and harm 
you, for many people in this city belong to me.” 11 So Paul stayed there for the 
next year and a half, teaching the word of God. 

- Acts 18:4-11 
 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. Where was Paul originally going to tell people about Jesus? (v. 4) What were the beliefs of 

the people in the synagogues? (v. 5) How did they respond to him?  

2. Have you ever been rejected for sharing your faith with someone? What is Jesus’ word of 

encouragement to Paul? (v. 9-10) Why is that significant? What sort of response does Paul 

have to Jesus’ words? 

3. Are you ever afraid to share your faith with friends, family, or acquaintances? Why or why 

not? What do Jesus’ words provide you in those moments? What does he say about being 

rejected for following Him? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

MEMORY VERSE: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-17KxpjL0Q&t=5s
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/

