
December – Revelation 
How to use this study guide: 
This document has been created to help Life Groups at Hope continue to study the weekly messages together. 

Throughout 2019 we’re going through 12 books in 12 months, where each month will focus on a different 

book of the Bible. There will be a new document for each sermon series/book that you can find on our website 

at https://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/12books/monthly-study-guides/. 

 

Each week, there will be up to 7 sections to help guide your Life Group’s meeting time. Below is a description 

of each section. 

 

1. PRAY: 
This section is to remind groups to open their time in prayer together. Invite God to join and lead 

your conversation. 

 

2. WATCH: 
This will link to a YouTube video from The Bible Project that will teach you about a book or concept 

from Scripture. The videos are short with a lot of great content for Bible study. 

 

3. READ: 
This the weekly Bible verse aloud together as a group. This is the passage that was focused on in 

that week’s sermon. 

 

4. SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS: 
This is a collection of questions based directly off of the Bible passage you read in the previous 

section. Use as many, or as few, as your group wants. They are meant to help guide your 

conversation. 

 

5. SERMON DISCUSS: 
If you want to find questions based off the week’s sermon, click the link in this section to find 

those. Again, these are another resource to help guide conversation. 

 

6. CONTINUED READING: 
This link is a list of the daily Bible readings that Hope puts out every day of the year. If your group 

wants to continue reading Scripture together between meetings, this is a tool you can use to do 

that. 

 

7. MEMORY VERSE:  
Every month, there is a verse from that book of the Bible that has been selected to memorize. This 

section is meant to be a reminder to practice memorizing that verse after you leave your group 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/12books/monthly-study-guides/


Week 1: “How to Read Revelation” 
 

WATCH: The Bible Project video (Revelation 1-11) 

 
READ:  

4 This letter is from John to the seven churches in the province of Asia. 

Grace and peace to you from the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come; 
from the sevenfold Spirit before his throne; 5 and from Jesus Christ. He is the faithful 
witness to these things, the first to rise from the dead, and the ruler of all the kings of 
the world. 

All glory to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by shedding his blood for 
us. 6 He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and power to him 
forever and ever! Amen. 

7 Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven. 
    And everyone will see him— 
    even those who pierced him. 
And all the nations of the world 
    will mourn for him. 
Yes! Amen! 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I am 
the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.” 

- Revelation 1:4-8 

 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise you? How 

would you explain it in your own words? Who is the author talking to? 

2. Who is John talking about in this passage? What are the characteristics he points out? What are the 

things to come? What has Jesus done? What will he do? 

3. Focus on verse 8. What does it mean to be the Alpha and Omega? Why is it significant that Jesus is, 

was, and who is still to come? What does this mean? How does that impact you? 

 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

- Revelation 21:4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=5nvVVcYD-0w
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 2: “Sign, Symbols, & Misunderstandings” 
  

WATCH: The Bible Project video (Revelation 12-22) 

 

READ:  
5 Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God. And he was given 
authority to do whatever he wanted for forty-two months. 6 And he spoke terrible words 
of blasphemy against God, slandering his name and his dwelling—that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. 7 And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy people and 
to conquer them. And he was given authority to rule over every tribe and people and 
language and nation. 8 And all the people who belong to this world worshiped the beast. 
They are the ones whose names were not written in the Book of Life that belongs to the 
Lamb who was slaughtered before the world was made. 

9 Anyone with ears to hear 
    should listen and understand. 
10 Anyone who is destined for prison 
    will be taken to prison. 
Anyone destined to die by the sword 
    will die by the sword. 

This means that God’s holy people must endure persecution patiently and remain 
faithful. 

- Revelation 13:5-10 

 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise you? How 

would you explain it in your own words? What is the situation being addressed? 

2. What is the beast? What does the beast do? What does it mean to belong to this world? What does 

God call us to? What is the Book of Life? Who is the Lamb? 

3. What does God say his people must do? What will they have to endure? What will God do? 

  

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

- Revelation 21:4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpnIrbq2bKo
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 3: “The Hallelujah Chorus!” 
  

READ:  

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, “Come.” Let 
anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of 
life. 18 And I solemnly declare to everyone who hears the words of prophecy written in 
this book: If anyone adds anything to what is written here, God will add to that person 
the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone removes any of the words from this 
book of prophecy, God will remove that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy 
city that are described in this book. 

20 He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people. 

- Revelation 22:17-21 

 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise you? How 

would you explain it in your own words? What is the situation being addressed? 

2. Who is the Spirit? Who is the bride? What is said? What is the invitation? Why does that matter? 

3. What is Jesus’ promise? What will he do? Why is that significant? What does he provide us? Who 

are the holy people? What does grace of the Lord Jesus mean? 

   

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 

CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

- Revelation 21:4  

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 4: “Joy to the World!” 
  

WATCH: The Bible Project video (Messiah) 

 
READ:  

1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken 
throughout the Roman Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this 
census. 4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of 
Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now 
expecting a child. 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to 
her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no lodging available for them. 

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of 
sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. 
“Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all 
people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, 
the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped 
snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—
praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, 
    and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 

- Luke 2:1-14 

 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise you? How 

would you explain it in your own words? 

2. Why is the Christmas story so important? What does it mean for God’s people? What does Messiah 

mean? 

3. What does Christmas mean to you? What is it that you enjoy most about the season? How do we 

make Jesus the center of Christmas? In what ways can we focus our worship on him more? 

   

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

- Revelation 21:4 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dEh25pduQ8
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 5: “The Best Gift” 
  

READ:  
1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time 
some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship 
him.” 

3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in 
Jerusalem. 4 He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and 
asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 

5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: 

6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, 
    are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, 
for a ruler will come from you 
    who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them 
the time when the star first appeared. 8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and 
search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I 
can go and worship him, too!” 

9 After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the 
east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 11 They 
entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

- Matthew 2:1-11 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise you? How 

would you explain it in your own words? 

2. What does it mean to be king of the Jews? How would this have threatened Herod? What do the 

gifts that were brought mean? How are they significant? 

3. How does this passage connect to last week’s? How are they similar? How are they different? What 

is the message that both Matthew and Luke are trying to communicate? What is their perspective? 

How is your perspective different? How is your perspective similar? 

   

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 

 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

- Revelation 21:4 

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/

