
July – Esther 
How to use this study guide: 
This document is to help Life Groups at Hope continue to study the weekly messages together. Throughout 
2019 we’re going through 12 books in 12 months, where each month we’ll focus on a different book of the 
Bible. There will be a new document for each sermon series/book that you can find on our website at 
https://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/12books/monthly-study-guides/. 
 
Each week, there will be up to 7 sections to help guide your Life Group’s meeting time. Below is a description 
of each section. 
 

1. PRAY: 
This section is to remind groups to open their time in prayer together. Invite God to join and lead 
your conversation. 
 
2. WATCH: 
This will link to a YouTube video from The Bible Project that will teach you about a book or concept 
from Scripture. The videos are short with a lot of great content for Bible study. 
 
3. READ: 
This the weekly Bible verse aloud together as a group. This is the passage that was focused on in 
that week’s sermon. 
 
4. SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS: 
This is a collection of questions based directly off the Bible passage you read in the previous 
section. Use as many, or as few, as your group wants. They are meant to help guide your 
conversation. 
 
5. SERMON DISCUSS: 
If you want to find questions based off the week’s sermon, click the link in this section to find 
those. Again, these are another resource to help guide conversation. 
 
6. CONTINUED READING: 
This link is a list of the daily Bible readings that Hope puts out every day of the year. If your group 
wants to continue reading Scripture together between meetings, this is a tool you can use to do 
that. 
 
7. MEMORY VERSE:  
Every month, there is a verse from that book of the Bible that has been selected to memorize. This 
section is meant to be a reminder to practice memorizing that verse after you leave your group 
meeting. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/12books/monthly-study-guides/


Week 1: God Makes a Way 
 
WATCH: The Bible Project video (Esther) 
 
READ:  

15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, who was Mordecai’s uncle. (Mordecai had 
adopted his younger cousin Esther.) When it was Esther’s turn to go to the king, she 
accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem. She asked for nothing 
except what he suggested, and she was admired by everyone who saw her. 
16 Esther was taken to King Xerxes at the royal palace in early winter of the seventh year 
of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther more than any of the other young women. He 
was so delighted with her that he set the royal crown on her head and declared her 
queen instead of Vashti. 18 To celebrate the occasion, he gave a great banquet in 
Esther’s honor for all his nobles and officials, declaring a public holiday for the provinces 
and giving generous gifts to everyone. 
19 Even after all the young women had been transferred to the second harem and 
Mordecai had become a palace official, 20 Esther continued to keep her family 
background and nationality a secret. She was still following Mordecai’s directions, just 
as she did when she lived in his home. 

- Esther 2:15-20 
 
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 
you? What is happening in this story? How would you explain it in your own words? Why 
is this a significant story? 

2. Put yourself in Esther’s position. What are you feeling throughout this process? What 
does Esther’s nationality have to do with anything? What is her nationality? Where is she 
currently living? 

3. Where is God working in this story? How is brining out his purpose in the world? Is this 
different or similar to what you’d expect? How is God making a way for His people? Who 
is he using to do this? What is the way he’s made for both Esther and the Israelites? 
 

SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 
 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
 

14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will 
arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if 

perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 
- Esther 4:14  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JydNSlufRIs
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 2: God Gives Us a Voice 
  

READ:  
7 Mordecai told him the whole story, including the exact amount of money 
Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the 
Jews.8 Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of the decree issued in Susa that called for 
the death of all Jews. He asked Hathach to show it to Esther and explain the 
situation to her. He also asked Hathach to direct her to go to the king to beg for 
mercy and plead for her people. 9 So Hathach returned to Esther with Mordecai’s 
message. 
10 Then Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this message to Mordecai: 11 “All 
the king’s officials and even the people in the provinces know that anyone who 
appears before the king in his inner court without being invited is doomed to die 
unless the king holds out his gold scepter. And the king has not called for me to 
come to him for thirty days.” 12 So Hathach gave Esther’s message to Mordecai. 
13 Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because 
you’re in the palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. 14 If you keep 
quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some 
other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were 
made queen for just such a time as this?” 

- Esther 4:7-14 
 
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 
you? What is happening in this story? How would you explain it in your own words? Why is 
this a significant story? 

2. What does the initial decree (v. 8) say will happen to God’s people? What has God promised 
those people? Can those both be true? What is the emotion in this passage? Put yourself in 
Esther and Mordecai’s position. What are you feeling? 

3. What does it mean to have a voice? What is the voice that God gives Esther? What is the 
voice that God gives Mordecai? What is the voice that God gives us? 

  
SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 
 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
 

14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will 
arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if 

perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 
- Esther 4:14  

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 3: God Intervenes 
  

WATCH: The Bible Project video (“Exile”) 

READ: 1 That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered an attendant to bring the book of 
the history of his reign so it could be read to him. 2 In those records he discovered an account 
of how Mordecai had exposed the plot of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the eunuchs who 
guarded the door to the king’s private quarters. They had plotted to assassinate King Xerxes. 
3 “What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai for this?” the king asked. 

His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.” 
4 “Who is that in the outer court?” the king inquired. As it happened, Haman had 
just arrived in the outer court of the palace to ask the king to impale Mordecai on 
the pole he had prepared. 
5 So the attendants replied to the king, “Haman is out in the court.” 

“Bring him in,” the king ordered. 6 So Haman came in, and the king said, “What 
should I do to honor a man who truly pleases me?” 

Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honor more than 
me?”7 So he replied, “If the king wishes to honor someone, 8 he should bring out 
one of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse that the king himself has 
ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. 9 Let the robes and the horse be 
handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials. And let him see that the man 
whom the king wishes to honor is dressed in the king’s robes and led through the 
city square on the king’s horse. Have the official shout as they go, ‘This is what the 
king does for someone he wishes to honor!’” 
10 “Excellent!” the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and my horse and do 
just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace. Leave 
out nothing you have suggested!”  - Esther 6:1-10 

 

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  
1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything surprise 

you? What is happening in this story? How would you explain it in your own words? Why is 
this a significant story? 

2. What is the relationship like between Mordecai and Haman? Why is it this way? What is 
their history? What is Mordecai’s nationality? 

3. How is God working in this story? Where is he intervening? What does it look like when God 
intervenes? Why is it important for God to intervene? 

   
SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 
MEMORY VERSE: 

14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will 
arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if 

perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 
- Esther 4:14  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=289&v=xSua9_WhQFE
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/


Week 4: God Promises a Future 
  

READ:  
1 On that same day King Xerxes gave the property of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, 
to Queen Esther. Then Mordecai was brought before the king, for Esther had told 
the king how they were related. 2 The king took off his signet ring—which he had 
taken back from Haman—and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed Mordecai 
to be in charge of Haman’s property. 
3 Then Esther went again before the king, falling down at his feet and begging him 
with tears to stop the evil plot devised by Haman the Agagite against the 
Jews.4 Again the king held out the gold scepter to Esther. So she rose and stood 
before him. 
5 Esther said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor with him, and if he thinks 
it is right, and if I am pleasing to him, let there be a decree that reverses the orders 
of Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, who ordered that Jews throughout all 
the king’s provinces should be destroyed. 6 For how can I endure to see my people 
and my family slaughtered and destroyed?” 
7 Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “I have given Esther 
the property of Haman, and he has been impaled on a pole because he tried to 
destroy the Jews. 8 Now go ahead and send a message to the Jews in the king’s 
name, telling them whatever you want, and seal it with the king’s signet ring. But 
remember that whatever has already been written in the king’s name and sealed 
with his signet ring can never be revoked.” 

- Esther 8:1-8 
 
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS:  

1. What are your initial thoughts on this passage? What stands out? Does anything 
surprise you? What is happening in this story? How would you explain it in your own 
words? Why is this a significant story? 

2. What is the future that God promised the Israelites? How is this passage continuing that 
promise? What is the future that He promises? How does this secure that future? How 
was that future in danger? 

3. Where is God working in this story? How do you know where He is working? Where is 
God working in your story? How do you know where He is working? What is the future 
that he promises us? 

   
SERMON DISCUSS: Recap Video & Discussion Guide 
 
CONTINUED READING: Daily Bible Readings 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 

14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will 
arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if 

perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 
- Esther 4:14 

http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/sermon-based-study/
http://www.lutheranchurchofhope.org/west-des-moines/grow/daily-bible-reading/

