
GET THIS:
w Joseph & His Brothers script 
w Puppet Cards (4) 
w Popsicle Sticks (4)
w Glue/Tape* 

DO THIS: 
1. Use glue/tape to attach each 

card to a popsicle stick. 
2. Assign role(s) to each person 

and use puppets to perform 
Reader’s Theater script. 

CONNECTION POINT: 
w Joseph’s brothers made some 

terrible mistakes, but Joseph 
still chose to forgive them and 
offer them love just like God 
calls each of us to do. 

Bible Story: Craft:
GET THIS:
w Flowerpot 
w Soil
w Seeds
w Markers/Crayons* 
w Water*

DO THIS: 
1. Use markers/crayons to

decorate your flowerpot. 
2. Pour soil into flowerpot.
3. Push seeds into the soil. 
4. Water your plant and set on a 

windowsill. 
5. Watch your plant grow!

CONNECTION POINT: 
w Watch as our love and our joy

continue to grow when we’re 
able, through God’s unending 
love, to forgive others! 

GET THIS:
w Forgiveness Land gameboard
w Forgiveness Land cards 
w Counting Chips (2) 

DO THIS:
1. Select a counting chip to be 

your game piece and place all 
game pieces on start square. 

2. Take turns drawing a card, 
reading aloud and moving your 
game piece. 

3. The first person to make it to 
the finish square wins! 

CONNECTION POINT:
w It’s not always easy, but with 

God’s help and his love, we can 
forgive others. 

Game:

Check out your Wk. 3 
Talk It Out card. Take 
some time this week to 

ask & answer these 
questions together as 

a family! 

Older HopeKids

Dear God, thank you for 
loving us even when we 

make mistakes. Help us to 
love others with the same 

kind of love and 
forgiveness. Amen..

Apr. 24-25 Forgiveness

Ephesians 4:32

Joseph and His Brothers:
Genesis 42 & 45

Because of God’s never-ending love, 
we can forgive others.



 

Joseph & His Brothers 
Based on Genesis 42 & 45 

Narrator 1:  Jacob had twelve sons. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 
eleven…  

 

Narrator 2:  Twelve! But he had one son he loved more than the rest…   
 

Joseph:    Me! Hi, I’m Joseph.   
 

Narrator 1:   And sadly, Joseph’s brothers all knew that he was their father’s favorite. Which 
  made them super jealous.   

 

Brother 1: All dad ever says is, “Joseph this and Joseph that. Joseph, Joseph, Joseph!” And 
he’s such a tattletale. Plus, all of those weird dreams he can’t stop talking about? I 
am so sick of him!  

 

Narrator 1:   So, the brothers decided to get rid of Joseph, once and for all.  
 
Narrator 2:   They sold Joseph to traders for a few silver coins and they even made their 

 father believe that Joseph had been killed.  
 

Narrator 1:   Joseph was taken away from his family and his home and ended up a slave. Even 
  worse, he got thrown in jail even though he did nothing wrong!  

 

Narrator 2:  But at just the right time, God brought Joseph out of prison and gave him a great 
position of power in Egypt. Pharaoh made Joseph second in command and put him 
in charge of all the food supplies in Egypt.    

 
Narrator 1: Joseph worked hard to store up grain for the whole country. Which was a really 

good thing because terrible famine arrived and people in Egypt and nearby lands 
were so hungry, including his father and brothers.  

 

Jacob:    Why are you standing around looking at one another? I heard there is grain in 
  Egypt. Go down there and buy enough to keep us alive! 

 

Narrator 2:  But Jacob only sent the ten older brothers to Egypt. After losing his favorite son, 
he wasn’t going to risk something happening to his son, Benjamin.    

 

Brother 2:    C’mon, guys, let’s go! I’m so hungry!   
 

Narrator 1:   When the brothers arrived in Egypt, they came before Joseph and bowed to him. 
 But they did not recognize him.   

 
 

CHARACTERS: 
                        Narrator 1       Joseph          Brother 1         

                       Narrator 2         Jacob            Brother 2 

 



 

Joseph & His Brothers 
Based on Genesis 42 & 45 

Joseph:  Hey! I know them!   
 

Narrator 2:  Joseph recognized his brothers, but he wasn’t quite ready to let them know he was 
still alive. So, he asked them all sorts of questions.    

 

Joseph:    Where are you from? Is your father alive? Do you have any other brothers?    
 

Narrator 1:   He asked question after question and then he accused them of being… 
 

Joseph:    Spies! You’re all spies!   
 

Brother 1:    No, no, no! We’re not spies. Our dad is Jacob and we have another little brother 
  who is home with our dad. Please, sir! We’re not spies. We’re just really, really 
  hungry and we need to buy some food with these coins.  

 
Joseph:   You say you’re not spies but I don’t believe you. So, I’m going to test you. I’m not 

 letting you leave unless your youngest brother comes here.   
 

Narrator 2:  Joseph wanted to see if they were telling the truth and he wanted to see his 
brother, Benjamin.. And on top of that, he said that one of the brothers had to 
stay in prison while the rest of the brothers went back to get their brother, 
Benjamin. Then he said he would believe them.   

 

Brother 2:    Clearly, we’re being punished for what we did to Joseph long ago!  
 

Narrator 1: Joseph then ordered his servants to fill the brothers’ bags with grain. Then he gave 
the men secret instructions:     

 
Joseph:   Pssst! Put the money they paid for the grain back on top of each bag!   
 

Narrator 2: So, one brother, Simeon, was put in prison and the nine other brothers loaded their 
donkeys with the grain and headed for home. But when they stopped for the night, 
one of the brothers opened up his bag to feed his donkey when he found his money 
sitting on top.     

 

Brother 1: Oh no! This isn’t right… my money is here in my bag! This is so not good! What has 
God done to us?    

 

Narrator 1:   When the brothers got home, they told Jacob everything.  
 

Brother 2:  He called us spies and we had to leave Simeon in prison and we have to bring 
Benjamin back to Egypt with us if we want to get Simeon back!    

 
Jacob: First I lost my favorite son, Joseph. And then I lost my son, Simeon. And now you 

want to take my baby, Benjamin? No, no no!     
 

Brother 1:    But Dad, we need more food and we cannot return without Benjamin!  
 

Brother:  He called us spies and we had to leave Simeon in prison and we have to bring 
Benjamin back to Egypt with us if we want to get Simeon back!    



 

Joseph & His Brothers 
Based on Genesis 42 & 45 

Narrator 2:  Finally, Jacob agreed to send Benjamin. But he had a plan of his own. He told his 
sons to take a lot of gifts and twice the money they had taken before. He prayed 
that God would cause this man - who he had NO idea was actually his son Joseph - 
to show mercy on his sons. So back the brothers went.  

 

Brother 2:  C’mon, guys! Back to Egypt we go.  
 

Narrator 1: This time, Joseph invited his brothers to a meal at his own home and released 
Simeon to join them. But Joseph wasn’t done testing his brothers just yet. He told 
his helper to fill their bags with grain and to put all of the money back again. But 
one more thing:    

 

Joseph:    And hide my special silver cup in Benjamin’s bag.  
 

Narrator 2: The brothers were on their way back home when Joseph sent his helper after 
them. He stopped the brothers and accused them of stealing the silver cup.    

 

Brother 1:    No, no, no! We didn’t steal anything! Check our bags, you’ll see we stole nothing.   
 
Narrator 1:  The helper agreed but said if he found the cup in someone’s bag, that brother 

would have to become a slave.    
 

Narrator 2:   Sure enough, the manager found the silver cup in Benjamin’s bag.    
 

Joseph:    What did you do?    
 
Brother 2:  No, no, no! We didn’t do this! We have no way to prove we haven’t done something 

wrong, so just make us all your slaves.   
 

Narrator 2: There was no way they were going to head back to their father without Benjamin.  
 
Brother 1: We can’t leave Benjamin. You see, our father already lost his favorite son and if he 

loses Benjamin now too, he’s not going to be able to handle it! I promised to keep 
Benjamin safe, so let me be your slave instead.  

 

Narrator 1: Joseph couldn’t hide the truth any longer! He cried out:      
 

Joseph: I am Joseph!     
 

Narrator 2:  The brothers were stunned. Joseph was just a kid when they had sold him so long 
ago but now God had put him in charge of a whole country? Craziness!  

 

Narrator 1:  What do you think Joseph did next? Do you think he yelled at his brothers and 
made them feel bad for all the hurt they caused him?  

 
Joseph: Don’t be upset and don’t be angry with yourselves because you sold me here. God 

sent me ahead of you to save many lives.      
 

Narrator 1:   But Dad, we need more food and we cannot return without Benjamin!  
 



 

Joseph & His Brothers 
Based on Genesis 42 & 45 

Narrator 1:  Joseph forgave his brothers for what they had done.    
 

Joseph:  Go get our father and the rest of your families and come live in Egypt with me! 
That way I can take care of you and make sure you have all you need.     

 

Narrator 2: Joseph hugged Benjamin and they both wept. And then he and the rest of his 
brothers hugged and cried too. It was quite a reunion!     

 

Narrator 1:   The brothers returned home and gave the amazing news to their father.  
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